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Preface to the
Revised Edition

Happy is the author who can claim advances in his subject when he
revises a book written only a little more than a decade earlier. I claim such
happiness for several reasons.

The first advance derives from the publication of replication studies.
Until the 1980s I worked almost alone on the investigation of the children
who claim to remember previous lives. I had the blessing of unusually com-
petent and diligent interpreters and assistants, but they could not conduct
and publish independent investigations. Soon after the publication of the first
edition of this work other investigators began to publish reports of these
cases independently of me. More than that, in different ways these new inves-
tigators have undertaken imaginative projects that have advanced the research
beyond what I accomplished. Much of the additional text and many of the
added references in this edition derive from their work. I am thinking here
(in alphabertical order) of Erlendur Haraldsson, Jiirgen Keil, Antonia Mills,
Satwant Pasricha, and Jim Tucker. As they have traveled more, I have trav-
eled less. I have slowed my own investigations to spare time for writing. |
investigated the cases that | summarize in chapter 4 many years ago. This is
true even of the two cases that | added to the twelve included in the first edi-
tion of this work. I advise readers who wish to study reports of recently
investigated cases to study the publications of my colleagues.

The second noteworthy development is the publication in 1997 of my
two-volume monograph on the cases whose subjects had pertinent birth-
marks and birth defects. This work includes many cases that I had studied
before the publication of the first edition of this book. I had held back case
reports with these features in order to present their evidence all together.

!



2 PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION

Having done thart, I can include in this edition additional information about
birthmarks and birth defects.

This edition also contains the results of numerous analyses of the data
(from a large number of cases) that my colleagues and I have made since the
first edition was published.

Apart from the new material, I have tried wherever I could to improve
the clarity of the text and bring it and the references up to date.

Attenrive readers may note that I give scant references to recent publi-
cations in neuroscience. I have not failed to follow developments in this
important field, which has greatly advanced with the infusion of funds it
received during the “decade of the brain.” I remain skeprical, however, that
the reductionist approach of nearly all neuroscientists will contribute to
understanding the mind-brain problem. I believe that only the recognition
of the experiences now called paranormal will do that. I look forward eagerly
to the “decade of the mind.”

One political development since the first edition of this book deserves
comment. The country long known as Burma has been governed by a mil-
itary dictatorship for almost four decades. In 1989 the government changed
the name of the country to Myanmar. Some other place names were also
changed; for example, Rangoon became Yangon. My investigations of cases
in this country occurred between 1970 and 1987, when the country was called
Burma, and I have generally retained that name in this book.

Readers should understand that the names of subjects and deceased
persons mentioned in this book are a mix of real names and pseudonyms.
Persons wishing more information about particular cases can often find these
in detailed case reports to which the Appendix provides a directory; if these
reports prove insufhcient, readers may write me for more information.

Many of the persons whose assistance I gratefully acknowledged in the
first edition have continued to help me selflessly. A few persons have been
especially important, indeed essential in the task of revision. | wish to thank
two colleagues who kindly read through the revision and offered helpful
comments for its improvement; they are Emily Williams Kelly (formerly
Cook) and Jim Tucker. Dawn Hunt also read the full text; she gave special
attention to the references and much other help. Patricia Estes retyped the
book with inexhaustible patience and awesome accuracy. In doing this she
was greatly helped by Irene Dunn.

As I was working on this revision Margaret, my wife, asked me why I
had dedicated it to her. Those who know Margaret know the answer to this

question.



Preface to the
First Edition

This book aims at presenting for the general reader an account of my
research on cases suggestive of reincarnation. It does not provide detailed evi-
dence for reincarnation. Rather, it offers a summary of the way | have con-
ducted my research, of the more important results obtained, and of my
present conclusions.

In order to familiarize readers with the types of cases from which the
evidence derives, | have included summaries of twelve typical cases. These,
however, are unfleshed skeletons compared with the detailed case reports
that [ have published elsewhere, in which I have tried to marshal all the evi-
dence bearing on the cases reported. (I have now published sixty-five detailed
case reports and have more than 100 in various stages of preparation for
future publication.) I should regard disapprovingly anyone who, solely from
reading this book, moved from skepticism — or ignorance — concerning rein-
carnation to a settled conviction that it occurs. | shall be content if | have
succeeded in making the idea of reincarnation plausible to persons who have
not thought it was; if some of them then think it worth their while to exam-
ine the evidence in my detailed case reports, I shall have accomplished more
than I set out to do.

[ have also drastically abbreviated my discussion of the interpretation
of the evidence, although I have tried to give a balanced exposition of its
strengths and weaknesses. I hope that the brevity of this part of the book
will induce readers to study my longer deployment of arguments in other
books.

[n addition to providing an outline of my methods and principal results,
this book will perhaps serve several other purposes. First, | hope that it will

3



4 PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

help to correct some common misconceptions about reincarnation. For many
Westerners the idea of reincarnation seems remote and bizarre. They often
associate it with, and only with, Hinduism and Buddhism and the Hindu
and Buddhist ideas concerning retributive karma'* and rebirth in nonhuman
animal bodies. I shall take some pains to show that the cases I have studied
rarely furnish evidence supporting these ideas. Moreover, many of the numer-
ous peoples other than Hindus and Buddhists who believe in reincarnation
do not link it with concepts of reward, punishment, or rebirth in nonhu-
man animal bodies. A belief that reincarnation must happen in a particular
way can impede useful thought about the subject almost as much as can
total rejection of the idea; some correspondents who write me with dogmatic
assurance about how reincarnation occurs seem to have almost as much to
unlearn as those who insist that reincarnation is impossible.

[ have a second, subsidiary motive for writing this book: my hope that
it will elicit reports of new cases that we can investigate. | am convinced that
cases of the reincarnation type are underreported, particularly in the West.
Correspondents sometimes tell me that a child of their family seemed to
speak about a previous life when he® was about three years old, but by the
time the correspondent writes, the child is often already ten or fifteen years
of age, or even older. Some persons repentantly mention that when the child
was younger they ignored him or even derided him for talking abour a pre-
vious life. Later, the child forgot what he had seemed to remember earlier.
It I and my successors can study cases among young children of the West
while the cases are still active, as we have been doing in Asia and other parts
of the world for many years, our research should make more rapid progress.

It may seem contradictory, just after inviting readers to send me infor-
mation about new cases, to mention that I wish also in this book to discour-
age a deliberate searching for memories of previous lives — whether through
the use of drugs, meditation, or hypnosis. Unfortunately, some hypnotists
have stated that anyone can recover memories of previous lives by means of
hypnosis, and great therapeutic benefits from this are claimed or hinted at.
[ shall try to quench misguided and sometimes shamefully exploited enthu-
siasm for hypnosis, especially when it is proposed as a sure means of elicit-
ing memories of previous lives.

The cases that seem to me most deserving of our attention have nearly
all occurred outside areas of Western culture, that is, among the peoples of
Asia, West Africa, and the tribal groups of northwestern North America.
There are reasons for this geographical disproportion, and although we have
little understanding of them, I have offered some speculations about it. Here

*See Chapter Notes, beginning on page 261.
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[ wish to offer two related comments. First, not all cases come from the areas
where most occur; some excellent ones have occurred in Europe and North
America (among nontribal peoples). Second, cases suggestive of reincarna-
tion show significant similarities in their main fearures to phenomena that
have been carefully studied in the West for more than a century: apparitions,
telepathic impressions, telepathic dreams, and lucid dreams. Here and there
throughout this book I have drawn attention to these parallels. I hope these
allusions will help to make the cases that I mainly discuss seem less remote
and exotic, and therefore more credible, than they might otherwise appear
to be.



A Guide for Readers
Wishing More Details

This book is written for the layperson. But which one? One who moves
rapidly may read it without examining a single note or reference. Such a
reader may resent paying one-sixth of the cost of a book for notes thar do
not interest him. | would also like, however, to attract readers whose study
of this book will not slake their thirst for knowledge, but increase it. I hope
that these readers will find the extensive notes and references useful. They
are all placed at the end of the book.

How to Find a Reference to a Source

Most of the references are given in the Chapter Notes. When [ have not
provided a note abourt an author whose name I mention in the text, the reader
wishing a reference to the author’s work should turn to the list of References,
where | have listed published sources alphabetically by author.

Detailed Case Reports

Readers who wish to read a detailed report of a case will find a citation
to the report (if one has been published) in the list of cases given in the Appen-
dix; the cases are listed there by the first or given names of the persons who
say they have had a previous life (or, in a very few instances, who are said by
other persons to have had a previous life). I refer to these persons as the sub-
jects of the cases.



CHAPTER 1

An Introduction to
the Study of Reincarnation

It may disappoint some readers to learn that this book is not about
reincarnation directly; instead, it is about children who claim to remember
previous lives. From studying the experiences of such children some under-
standing about reincarnation may eventually come. Before that can happen,
however, we must become confident that reincarnation offers the best expla-
nation for these children’s apparent memories.

When I refer to these memories, I shall at times omit qualifying adjec-
tives, such as “apparent” or “purported”; but I do this only to make reading
easier and with no intention of begging the main question that the cases of
these children present. From the perspective of the child subject of a case, how-
ever, the memories that he experiences of a former life seem just as real — just
as much true memories — as memories he may have of events since he was
born. The verified statements he makes about the other life derive from
memories of some kind.' Those who observe him need to decide whether
they are memories of a life that he lived in a former incarnation or ones that
he acquired in some other way. If readers remember this point, they should
not find the title of this book misleading.

I have another reason for saying little abour reincarnation itself.
Although I shall be drawing on the information of more than 2,500 cases,’
this is a minuscule number compared with the billions of human beings who
have lived. It would be rash to generalize from so few cases, even if we were
sure they are all best interpreted as instances of reincarnation (which we can-
not be); furthermore, although the cases show considerable uniformities, we
cannot say that they are representative of the lives of ordinary people. Indeed,
when [ later describe the recurrent features of the cases, readers will quickly

9



10 CHILDREN WHO REMEMBER PREVIOUS LIVES

realize that the lives apparently remembered are not ordinary ones. This is
only partly due to the haphazard methods I have had to use, faute de mieux,
in collecting cases. The cases are also unrepresentative because remember-
ing a previous life is an unusual experience that occurs to only a few persons
for reasons that we are, at most, just beginning to understand.

Although I am not writing directly abourt reincarnation, the central
issue of my research and of this book is whether or not reincarnation occurs,
at least sometimes. This amounts to asking whether a human personality (or
a component of it) may survive death, and later — perhaps after an interval
passed in some nonphysical realm — become associated with another physi-
cal body. Reincarnation is not the only conceivable way in which a human
personality might survive death. It is not the form of survival that most
Christians and Moslems expect. Nor is it the only form of survival that scien-
tific investigators of this possibility have envisaged.’

Most scientists today do not believe that any survival of human per-
sonality after death does or can occur.® Nearly all scientists who do believe
in a life after death derive their conviction in the matter from faith in a par-
ticular religious teaching. Most of them would deny that the question of
human survival after death could be studied scientifically. Nevertheless, in
the late nineteenth century a handful of scientists and scholars in England
began to discuss the possibility of obtaining evidence of survival after death
through the collection and analysis of data with methods customary in other
branches of science. They and their successors have obtained a variety of such
data. The cases discussed in this book represent only one block of informa-

tion that anyone studying the subject of survival after death should try to

appraise.’

In the two paragraphs above | referred to human personality. The Oxford
English Dictionary defines the word “personality” as: “The quality, character,
or fact of being a person as distinct from a thing.... Personal existence, actual
existence as a person; the fact of there being or having been such a person;
personal identity.... That quality or assemblage of qualities which makes a
person what he is, as distinct from other persons.” The first part of the
definition indicates the crux of this matter. Are human beings things, or are
they more than that? If they have “something more” than a thing has, can
that “something more,” whatever it is, survive death? The persistence of a
person’s stream of consciousness after death can be known directly only to
that person. Other persons who outlive him can obtain only indirect evidence
of his survival. What criteria should they adopt for deciding that a particu-
lar person has survived death? What is meant, in the definition above, by “per-
sonal identity?” Philosophers have much debated what constitutes a person’s
identity.® Most seem to agree that, each life being unique, the memories of
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it will be unique; therefore, evidence of the persistence of memories will pro-
vide the best — and perhaps the only — indication that a particular person has
survived the death of his body.

Thus, the search for evidence that someone has survived death has usu-
ally involved studying indicia of the continuation of that person’s memories.
The information examined must, however, extend beyond mere imaged
memories of past events; we can have such memories on a video tape, yer we
would not say that the tape and its electronic player were personalities. The
concept of personality should also include feelings and purposes and ar least
some degree of consciousness. We could allow for a temporary lapse of con-
sciousness after death, just as we do when we sleep and awake to another day;
but I do not think we should regard anyone as having survived death if he
did not resume what we call consciousness, even though the kind of con-
sciousness that he had after death might differ greatly from that familiar to
us when alive.

The evidence of survival after death deriving from children who remem-
ber previous lives differs in one important respect from some of the other
types of evidence of survival, such as that obrained from some apparitions
of the dead. An apparition may suggest that a person who is dead has some-
how survived death and become able to communicate evidence of his iden-
tity to living persons, whereas a child who claims to remember a previous
life is a living person who claims to have had an earlier life in which he died.
In some respects it is easier to work forward from a dead person to a still-
living one than it is to work backward from a living person to the dead one
whose life the child claims to have lived. I shall next try to explain why I
think this.

So far as the evidence goes, dead persons — at least up to the stage where
any evidence of their discarnate existence can be obtained — may undergo
comparatively little change of personality’ solely as a result of dying. In con-
trast, the association of a discarnate personality with a new physical body
would entail major adaprations as it becomes housed in a new and smaller
physical frame with still-rudimentary sensory and cognitive organs. More-
over, this new body might be born in a different family, to which the per-
sonality would need to adapt, and this new environment would inevitably
lead to further modifications. By the time a child could communicate mem-
ories of a previous life, the different ingredients of his personality would
have blended, more or less, and become difficult for an investigator to distin-
guish from each other. This makes the evidence for the survival of a deceased
person that we derive from such children less easy to evaluate — at least as to
the deceased person’s identity — than that provided by, for example, an
apparition of a deceased person as he was at the time of his death. There are
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several rival interpretations to consider in appraising an apparition, but at
least the figure seen is often — although not always — that of a whole person
and a recognizable one.® It is not the same with children who remember pre-
vious lives. From the information they furnish, which often comes in frag-
ments only, an investigator must decide whether the pieces he can put together
credibly evoke a particular deceased person and no one else. I shall return
later to the important topic of criteria for identifying a particular person.

The evidence for reincarnation that we have suggests that living human
beings (and perhaps nonhuman animals also) have minds, or souls if you like,
that animate them when they are living and that survive after they die. Most
biologists will stigmatize this suggestion as vitalism® and declare it to have
been discredited decades ago. However, new evidence — and even examina-
tion of older, neglected evidence — may restore the credit of vitalism. I do
not think scientists in other disciplines need lose anything except some of
their assumptions — such as that a person is nothing but a physical body —
if they examine open-mindedly the evidence we have of life after death.
Reincarnation, at least as | conceive it, does not nullify what we know about
evolution and generics. It suggests, however, that there may be two streams
of evolution — the biological one and a personal one — and that during terres-
trial lives these streams may interact. How they might do this we can barely
envisage at present, although in a later chapter I put forward some tentative
speculations about processes that may occur.

The idea of reincarnation offers a contribution to the understanding of
the uniqueness of individual persons. Geneticists use the word “phenotype”
to indicate the living person produced by the interaction of a person’s genes
and his environment (the only elements involved that most geneticists now
acknowledge). Most biologists recognize the uniqueness of each phenotype —
even those of one-egg (identical) twins. They believe that genetics and the
influences of environment will ultimately explain this uniqueness. Almost
infinite possibiliries exist for variations in genetic composition: these include
the random distribution of chromosomes into gametes (the male and female
cells that unite when conception occurs), the recombination of genes among
chromosomes, and occasional mutations of genes. Environments also vary
widely. Even twins have somewhat different environments, and someone
once remarked that not even conjoined (Siamese) twins have precisely the
same environment, because one of them has to go through a door first."

Ideas that seem to have general validity, however, may prove insufficient
when tested against all relevant observations. Some persons have unique
attributes that we cannot now explain satisfactorily as due solely to a com-
bination of genetic variation and environmental influences. Reincarnation
deserves consideration as a third factor in play.
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If we are, through the shuffling of our genes, the products of “chance
and necessity,” to use Jacques Monod’s phrase, we can expect no solution to
the problem of the inequalities in the conditions of different persons at birth.
And we can draw little comfort from the analogy of being dealt a hand at
cards with the opportunity to play it well or badly; a person born blind can-
not even see the cards in his hand. The belief in reincarnation provides no
quick reparation for congenital blindness. The research that this book reviews
may, however, ultimately offer a better understanding of why a particular
person is born blind than any other explanation now available. The impor-
tant question to be answered is not that of why any person is born blind; it
is that of why a particular person is born blind when others are not. Just to
ask this question assumes that there is a person associated with a body dur-
ing life; and that we can distinguish the person (or personality) from the
body.

Furthermore, if reincarnation occurs, the congenitally blind person can
rationally hope ultimately to enjoy vision — in another life. Critics of the evi-
dence for reincarnation have sometimes pointed to its element of hopeful-
ness with the dismissing suggestion that such evidence as we have derives only
from wishful thinking. This objection wrongly assumes that what we desire
must be false. We might be more easily persuaded to believe what we wish
to believe than the contrary; nevertheless, what we wish to believe may be
true. Our inquiry into the truth or falseness of an idea should proceed with-
out regard to whether it fortifies or undermines our wishes.

Apart from this, the cases that I have studied include some for which
informants have given testimony opposing their own beliefs and wishes. This
occurs sometimes when a case develops in a family whose members do not
believe in reincarnation, or who would rather not accept the claims of their
child to remember a particular previous life. This also is a topic to which |
shall return later.

In the remainder of this chapter I shall define some terms that | shall
use, or usages that I have adopted, with which many readers will be unfamil-
iar. Along the way I shall digress to present some cases illustrating the occur-
rence of telepathy in everyday life; knowledge of such cases will assist the
reader to appraise the cases of children who claim to remember previous lives.
[ shall then briefly outline the later chapters of the book.

1erms Used in Psychical Research

The cases I describe in this book fall within the branch of science called
psychical research and often parapsychology. These are not satisfactory terms
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for the study of phenomena that we cannot account for by our present under-
standing of the known sensory organs and muscular activity of humans (and
perhaps other animals). The word “parapsychology,” which was first used (in
Germany) in the late nineteenth century, is especially unsatisfactory. It
emphasizes the relationships of this branch of science to psychology, whereas
most of the scientists working in the field now realize that its links with
physics and biology are just as important as those with psychology. Also, the
word implies (or has come to suggest) phenomena that do not show the same
lawfulness that psychologists like to think the phenomena they study show.
Scientists working in this field believe that they also study lawful phenom-
ena, but ones that may follow laws other than those currently accepted in
physics and physiology. The recurrence of similar features in many cases
occurring far apart from each other provides some support for this belief.

The word “parapsychology” has another disadvantage. It tends to iso-
late the phenomena under investigation — and also the scientists who study
them — from other endeavors in science. It has not always been this way.
Modern science is a recent and parochial activity. It arose in the West around
A.D. 1600. Up ro thart time, in Europe (and still today throughout most of
the world not counted as the West) the phenomena now considered para-
normal were accepted without question. I do not mean that they were not
considered unusual or that individual reports of such phenomena were never
doubted. I mean only that they were not treated with the general skepticism
toward them that later developed among scientists in the West and, follow-
ing them, among many other educated Westerners. For example, Descartes
referred casually to the communication of thoughts between two persons
separated by a long distance, and Bacon, another founder of modern science,
proposed experiments in what he called “binding of thoughts™ and also ones
with the throwing of dice to study the influence of “imagination” on the out-
come.'' Even up to the end of the nineteenth century, scientists interested in
what we now call psychical research associated on equal terms with psy-
chologists and attended the same professional meetings (then usually called
congresses). How they and their successors came to be illegitimated and sent
into exile may form a chapter in the histories of science that will be written
in the future. Here I wish only to add that most scientists working in this
field look forward with hope and expectation to the ultimate reunion of their
branch of science with the rest of it. When that happens, words that are now
current may be superseded.

[n the meantime, however, we must make the best use we can of the
words our predecessors adopted for phenomena thar are still little understood,
burt that undeniably occur. I shall therefore define a few rerms thar the reader

will meet in this book.'* We speak of an experience or an event as paranormal



L. An Introduction to the Study of Reincarnation 15

when we cannot account for it by any known sensory or muscular process. We
usually now refer to paranormal sensory experiences as extrasensory percep-
tions, but I myself prefer to speak of them as paranormal cognitions or — bet-
ter yet — as instances of paranormal awareness. Paranormal sensory experiences
contrast with normal means of communication, by which we mean all the ways
in which information reaches our minds through the recognized senses, par-
ticularly from reading, other visual perception, and hearing,.

Extrasensory perception may occur through telepathy or clairveyance.
The word “telepathy” refers to communication between two minds and has
come to replace the older terms “thought-reading” and “thought-transfer-
ence.” The word “clairvoyance” refers to extrasensory perception (usually of
an object) withourt the mediation of another person’s mind.'? Telepathy and
clairvoyance are processes of obraining knowledge about contemporary
events. Extrasensory perception also subsumes two other modalities: that of
precognition (sometimes called paranormal foreknowledge), which refers to
noninferential knowledge of the future, and that of retrocognition, which
refers to paranormal knowledge of the past.

We refer to a person who has an experience of extrasensory percep-
tion — whether spontaneously or during the course of an experiment — as
the percipient or the subject. And we call the person about whom the percip-
ient obtains information the agent or, sometimes, the target person. The word
“agent” is not satisfactory; it suggests that the person concerned is an active,
willing participant in the experience, and although he sometimes is, he may
also be passive and unaware of any communication that occurs.

A few persons claim to obtain communications that appear to have
originated in the minds of deceased persons who are conceived of as still liv-
ing in a discarnate state. The persons who do this are called mediums or sen-
sitives, and the discarnate persons who purport to give information through
them are called communicators. 1 shall occasionally refer to such mediumistic
communications.

In some places I shall use the words “psychic” and “psychical” as approxi-
mately synonymous with “paranormal” and “parapsychological.” I shall use

these terms especially in considering the possible influence of presumed dis-
carnate persons on living persons or living embryos.

Investigators have studied paranormal phenomena in two ways. They
have tried to observe the phenomena as they occur spontaneously or obtain
reports from other persons who have observed them, and they have tried to
elicit them under experimental conditions. By means of experiments scien-
tists can control circumstances and vary them so that when they interpret
their results they can often confidently exclude explanations other than that
of some paranormal process. These opportunities are nearly always lacking
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1. An Introduction to the Study of Reincarnation 19

finished dressing; and as we had agreed to make an early start, I was ready by
six oclock, the hour of our early breakfast.

Many years later, the percipient, in publishing an account of his expe-
rience, added the following information:

Soon after my return to Edinburgh, there arrived a letter from India announc-
ing G s death! and stating that he had died on the 19th of December!!
Singular coincidence! yet when one reflects on the vast number of dreams which
night after night pass through our brains, the number of coincidences between
the vision and the event are perhaps fewer and less remarkable than a fair cal-
culation of chances would warrant us to expect.

[ give the next case in the words of a man (a Russian) who, as a child,
was apparently seen as an apparition by his mother.

[ was then twelve years old and had just passed into my second year of high
school; I went to the cotrage not far from Pskov. My mother, who had a severe
liver ailment, had gone with her husband (my father) for treatment to Karls-
bad (now Karlovy Vary), leaving me, my sister and brother in the charge of her
younger sisters. We, the children, were given a greater than usual freedom of
action and used it. Once, in the evening, we decided to recreate one of the
adventures of the children of Caprain Grant, who had saved themselves from
a flood by climbing a tree. We chose a big willow leaning over the water on the
bank of the river. I was to play Paganel and became so engrossed in this part
that, just like him, I fell off the tree into the water and, unable to swim, began
drowning. Only grabbing a branch, I managed to reach the steep bank, with
great difhculty. In silent horror, my brother and sister were witnessing this
event from the tree. We were particularly worried by the inevitability of the
punishment. We could not conceal from our aunts this adventure: I was com-
pletely wet and my brand new high school cap with its white peak — the object
of pride and love — had been carried away by the current. At home, our young
aunts, sympathizing, decided not to report to Karlsbad of the event (they also
were uneasy about it). They made us promise that we would not repeat it. You
can imagine the amazement and confusion — both ours and our aunts’— when
the moment she arrived, our mother described this incident in all details,
pointed out the willow, mentioned the cap which had been carried to the dam,
etc. She had dreamed of all this in Karlsbad and, waking up in tears, and dis-
array, asked her husband immediately to cable home asking whether everything
was all right with the children. Father admirtted that he had not sent a cable

but, in order to calm the sick woman, dozed for half an hour in the reception
room of the hotel and returned saying that he had cabled.

For the next case, | again quote the words of a person dircctly concerned

in it. Here is his account of how his sister became aware, while a long dis-
tance away, of an accident he had:



20 CHILDREN WHO REMEMBER PREVIOUS LIVES

As a 19 year old [German] student, I had a serious accident during a military
exercise near Wiirzburg and barely escaped certain death. Riding on the nar-
row edge of a steep ravine through which a road led, I fell with my rearing and
tumbling horse down into the path of a mounted battery and came to lie almost
beneath the wheel of one of the guns. The latter, pulled by six horses, came to
a stop just in time and | escaped, having suffered no more than fright. This
accident happened in the morning hours of a beautiful spring day. In the
evening of the same day, I received a telegram from my father who inquired
about my well being. It was the first and only time in my life that I received
such a query. My oldest sister, to whom I had always been particularly close,
had occasioned this telegraphic inquiry, because she had suddenly told my par-
ents that she knew with certainty that I had suffered an accident. My family
lived in Coburg at the time. This is a case of spontaneous telepathy in which
at a time of mortal danger, and as I contemplated certain death, I transmitted
my thoughts, while my sister, who was particularly close to me, acted as the

recelver.

Armchair critics sometimes say of reports such as those I have cited that
they all derive from woolly-minded persons who have no credibility. No one
can reasonably say this of the persons concerned in these cases. I did not men-

tion their names earlier, because I did not wish any reader to accepr the
authenticity of the cases from the mere dropping of names. However, [ will

now tell you that the reporters of these experiences were, in order: H. M.
Stanley, the African explorer and “discoverer” of Dr. Livingstone; Lord
Brougham, a notable British orator and statesman, who was Lord Chancel-
lor in the Whig government of 1830; L. L. Vasiliev, who became professor
of physiology in the University of Leningrad; and Hans Berger, the discov-
erer of electroencephalography.”

Berger’s experience affected him so much that he dropped an intention
he had had of becoming an astronomer and decided instead to devote his life
to the study of the relationship between the mind and the physical world,
with consequences for which we should all be grateful. The experiences of
the other persons concerned deeply affected them also, in different ways.
Vasiliev cited his experience in one of his books on parapsychology (to which
he made notable contributions), and his childhood experience with telepa-
thy seems to have been a factor in his later undertaking research in para-
psychology. However, I mainly wish to emphasize that the persons who had
these experiences deserve to be listened to thoughtfully when they recount
them, because they have earned our respect through their competence in

unrelated activities."

Skeptics have also suggested that apparitions of the dead coincide by
chance with the deaths of the persons perceived. The early psychical
researchers paid much attention to this objection, and they refuted it with a
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careful appraisal of the likelihood that an apparition of a person might be
seen at the moment of his death by chance.”

Even if it were not wrong, the argument of chance coincidence could
only be brought against instances in which a person was identified in a dream
or apparition at the moment of his death without specific details of the death.
When such details occur — as they do in many instances — and are outside
the percipient’s normal powers of inference, we are considering a unique
perception, at a long distance, of a unique event. To illustrate this point I

shall present another case. The percipient was Agnes Paquet, whose brother,
Edmund Dunn, drowned in the harbor of Chicago in 1889. She made the
following statement:

[ arose about the usual hour on the morning of the accident, probably about
six oclock. 1 had slept well throughout the night, had no dreams or sudden
awakenings. | awoke feeling gloomy and depressed, which feeling I could not
shake off. After breakfast my husband went to his work, and, at the proper time,
the children were gotten ready and sent to school, leaving me alone in the
house. Soon after this I decided to steep and drink some tea, hoping it would
relieve me of the gloomy feelings aforementioned. | went into the pantry, took
down the tea canister, and as I turned around my brother Edmund — or his
exact image — stood before me and only a few feet away. The apparition stood
with back toward me, or, rather, partially so, and was in the act of falling for-
ward — away from me — seemingly impelled by two ropes or a loop of rope
drawing against his legs. The vision lasted but a moment, disappearing over a
low railing or bulwark, bur was very distinct. I dropped the tea, clasped my
hands to my face, and exclaimed, “My God! Ed. is drowned.”

At about half-past ten a.m. my husband received a telegram from Chicago,
announcing the drowning of my brother. When he arrived home he said to me,
“Ed. is sick in hospital at Chicago; I have just received a telegram,” to which
I replied, “Ed. is drowned; I saw him go overboard.” I then gave him a minute
descriprion of whar | had seen. I stated that my brother, as | saw him, was bare-
headed, had on a heavy, blue sailor’s shirt, no coat, and that he went over the
rail or bulwark. I noticed that his pants’ legs were rolled up enough to show
the white lining inside. I also described the appearance of the boar at the point
where my brother went overboard.

I am not nervous, and neither before nor since have I had any experience
in the least degree similar to that above related.

My brother was not subject to fainting or vertigo.

Agnes Paquet’s husband, Peter, provided the following corroboration of
his wife’s experience and his brother-in-law’s death:

At about 10.30 oclock a.m., October 24th, 1889, I received a telegram from
Chicago, announcing the drowning of my brother-in-law, Edmund Dunn, at
3 o'clock that morning. I went directly home, and, wishing to break the force
of the sad news I had to convey to my wife, I said to her: “Ed. is sick in hospital
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at Chicago; | have just received a telegram.” To which she replied: “Ed. is
drowned; I saw him go overboard.” She then described to me the appearance
and dress of her brother as described in her statement; also the appearance of
the boar, &c.

[ started at once for Chicago, and when I arrived there I found the appear-

ance of that part of the vessel described by my wife to be exactly as she had
described it, though she had never seen the vessel; and the crew verified my
wife’s description of her brother’s dress, &c., except that they thoughrt that he
had his hat on at the time of the accident. They said that Mr. Dunn had pur-
chased a pair of pants a few days before the accident occurred, and as they were
a trifle long before, wrinkling at the knees, he had worn them rolled up, show-
ing the white lining as seen by my wife.

The caprain of the tug, who was at the wheel ar the time of accident,
seemed reticent. He thought my brother-in-law was taken with a fainting fit
or vertigo and fell over backward; but a sailor (Frank Yemont) told a friend of
mine that he (Yemont) stood on the bow of the vessel that was being towed and
saw the accident. He stated that my brother-in-law was caught in the tow-line
and thrown overboard, as described by my wife. I think that the caprain, in his
statement, wished to avoid responsibility, as he had no right to order a
fireman — my brother-in-law’s occupation — to handle the tow-line.

My brother-in-law was never, to my knowledge, subject to fainting or ver-
tigo."

To state the obvious, one can die only once in a lifetime. Therefore, the
precise details of how one dies are always unique. Some deaths resemble oth-
ers, and we can sometimes predict, in a general way, how a particular per-
son will die. Other deaths, however, have unusual features, and I place that
of Edmund Dunn in this category. His kind of death — from drowning when
his foot got caught in a tow-line — cannot have happened to more than a few
people at any time, and it can only have happened once to him."” We can-
not reasonably argue that his sister just happened by chance to have a vision
with details corresponding to those of her brother’s death at about the time
he did die in the manner she described. It makes more sense to conclude that
she somehow became aware (at a long distance) of the details of his death.
If we cannot state exactly how she did this, we should not for that reason
deny that she did. “Rarities and reports that seem incredible are not to be
suppressed or denied to the memory of men.”*

Confronted with cases like Agnes Paquet’s, some critics have suggested
that we cannot trust the accounts of such experiences because they were usu-
ally written down after the percipient obrained knowledge of the corre-
sponding events and often only many years later, when faulty memories
could have blurred details and permitted a forgetting of discrepancies. This
is an objection that we must take seriously in the appraisal of these cases (and
of the children’s cases with which this book is mainly concerned). We do not
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The Experience of Déja Vu

Some persons have had the experience of believing, on visiting a place
for the first time, that they have seen it before. Psychologists call this expe-
rience déja vu (“already seen”). In one survey 76 percent of the respondents
reported having had such an experience."

Some young subjects of cases of the reincarnation type experience déja
vu when they first go to the villages where they say they lived in a previous
life. All or much of the village seems familiar to such a child, although he
may also remark on changes in doors, rooms, trees, or other features of the
local buildings and grounds that have been altered since the life he remem-
bers.'" Perhaps other persons who have experience of déja vu, but who do
not have any imaged memories of a previous life, remember just the tip of
such a life, so to speak, and cannot bring further memories into conscious-
ness.

Most cases of déja vu, however, probably require no such interpreta-
tion. Several other explanations account for many instances of this experi-
ence better than reincarnation does.” For example, some instances may be

due to the kind of noninferential knowledge of the future that we call pre-
cognition. Precognition sometimes occurs during dreams. Suppose that a

person dreams of a place that he had never seen before, but that he will later
visit, although he does not know this at the time. He may then forget the
dream, although residues of it may remain just below the threshold of con-
sciousness. Experiments with memory have shown that “recognition is greater
than recall.” This means that although we may try unsuccessfully to recall a
name, for example, we may recognize it if we see it in a list along with other
names. In the present example, the dreamer, when he actually visits the place
dreamed about, may find that it seems familiar and may even think that he
has seen it before, although he cannot explain why he thinks this. A few
instances of déja vu seem to support this explanation. In these the person
having an experience of déja vu has later recalled a dream he had earlier
about the place that seemed familiar.

Some déja vu experiences may have an even simpler explanation. The
scene that appears familiar may resemble one previously seen by the person
having the experience without his recognizing the similarity. Something like
this happens when we approach and even address by name a complete stranger
whom we have mistaken for someone we know. In the latter situation the
stranger quickly tells us we are wrong, if we do not realize the error ourselves
before he does so. A stretch of scenery, however, or an event in progress can-
not speak and correct our errors; so when they appear familiar some persons
may persist in thinking incorrectly that they have “been there before.”
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A neurological explanation has also been suggested for some déja vu
experiences. If the two hemispheres of the brain should function slightly out
of phase with each other, information reaching consciousness through one
hemisphere would be recorded by that hemisphere as new while the other
side of the brain, a millisecond later, might register it as old. I know of no
experimental evidence that this can happen; and even if it could, it would
not explain those few instances of déja vu in which the person having the
experience showed knowledge of a place that he could not have obtained nor-
mally."®

Dreams and Nightmares

Some persons have dreams in which they seem to see themselves in
another place and wearing clothes of a different epoch. Many such dreams
are recurrent and may have an unpleasant, nightmarish quality. Some of the
persons having such dreams say that they first started in childhood and have
recurred often thereafter. Sometimes the dreams diminish in frequency as the
person becomes older, and they may eventually cease altogether.

In the more valuable of such dreams — as | judge them — the dreamer
seems to experience a reliving of the events in the dream. He may nort find
it easy to describe the difference between these unusual dreams and his ordi-
nary ones. He will likely say, however, that his ordinary dreams seem dis-
jointed, incongruous, and generally unrealistic, even though he may not
recognize these features until he awakens. In contrast, in the “previous life”
dreams the scenes are completely realistic and coherent. The derails of the
surroundings are as vivid and as natural as waking perceptions are, and they
lack the bizarreness that objects and surroundings so often have in ordinary
dreams. If the dream is recurrent, each dream of the series is usually exactly
like all the others, with the dreamer always awakening at the same point —
often a crisis in the event enacted — of the dream. Finally, dreams of this type
become strongly fixed in the memory and do not fade away as do the major-
ity of ordinary dreams. This fixation in memory may occur even in dreams
of this kind that do not recur, so it does not necessarily depend upon repe-
tition.

Many persons have described such dreams to me. The majority of them
have no verifiable details, although a few correspond with other aspects of
the dreamer’s personality, such as unusual fears or interests in particular
countries.

In one case an American girl, Alice Robertson (who was born in 1932),
suffered for many years (beginning in early childhood) from recurrent
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nightmares, the vivid details of which never changed. In the nightmares she
was an adult woman dressed in an ankle-length garment and walking tran-
quilly along a road with a young girl whom she knew to be her daughter. It
was evening and the sun was approaching the horizon. Suddenly, she became
aware of a deafening roar, and the earth seemed to give way beneath her. At
this point she would awaken in terror, screaming. This would bring her
solicitous mother running to her side. The child — as Alice then was — would
try to explain to her mother that she had really lived the scene of the night-
mare; but her mother, the wife of an Episcopalian bishop, would assure her
that this could not be possible and that she had “only been dreaming.” Even-
tually Alice gave up trying to persuade her mother that in her nightmares
she was remembering real events that she had once experienced. The night-
mares, however, persisted, although in later life they gradually diminished
in frequency.

After Alice grew up, she identified the ankle-length garment that she
wore in the dream as a sari. This detail harmonized with a strong artraction
she felt for India. When she was a young woman, she saw a motion picture
about Darjeeling (in northeastern India), which produced in her a strong
sense of déja vu. She then for the first time read something about Darjeel-
ing and learned that disastrous landslides had occurred there on a number
of occasions between 1890 and 1920. She thus became convinced that the
previous life of her nightmares had occurred in Darjeeling. I could not ver-
ify this, because Alice could not give sufhcient details of personal names and
places to permit an attempt at this. She was one of the persons I mentioned
earlier with whom an effort was made with hypnosis to elicit additional
memories, but during the hypnosis she merely relived the familiar terrifying
experience of the nightmare without adding any new derails.

Another American girl, Mary Magruder, had equally distressing night-
mares, which also began in her early childhood. In hers she seemed to be a
young girl who was being chased by an (American) Indian during a raid by
Indians on a settlement of white pioneers. Like the dreams of Alice Robert-
son, those of Mary Magruder were vivid and the details similar at each recur-
rence. However, the dream did not always run to its full length. In some of
the dreams Indians were only chasing her; in others an Indian had actually
caught her and was holding her by the hair. At this point she would awaken,
screaming. Sometimes she would say: “Mother, they are taking my curls.”
Mary particularly noted that whereas her own hair was light and straight,
that of the young girl she seemed to be in the dream was brown and curly.

Although Mary appeared to be reliving a previous life in the nighrmares,
she did not think much about the martter until a chance visit brought her
to a place in western Virginia where her ancestors had lived during the



Thizs page wasn't downloaded by GBD



Thizs page wasn't downloaded by GBD



3. Types of Evidence for Reincarnation 23

experienced since her birth, although they were mixed with memories of
such events. In addition to being seriously ill, however, the patient was also
under the influence of medication, so it would be difhcult to identify the
immediate physical cause of the unusual images she experienced.

Several of the child subjects of cases of the reincarnation type have had
an increase in memories of a previous life during an illness (usually with a
fever), and a few have made their first statements about the previous life dur-

: : 21
ing an illness.

Meditation

Some persons have seemed to recover memories of previous lives dur-
ing meditation. The siddhis (spiritual and paranormal powers) said to be
acquired incidentally by spiritual aspirants in Hinduism and Buddhism
include the ability to remember previous lives. In some instances known
to me, apparent memories of previous lives have erupted suddenly and unex-
pectedly into consciousness during meditation, but [ know of only one person
who has obtained verifiable memories in this way. This is Pratomwan Inthanu
(a Buddhist nun of Thailand), who recovered, while meditating, some sub-
sequently verified memories of the lives of two infants who had lived in places
far removed from where Pratomwan herself was born and lived.

Apparent memories of a previous life that occur spontaneously during
meditation may have value for the meditator, even though they are unverified
and contribute nothing to evidence. (Meditators are not usually seeking evi-
dence.)

[ think I should warn, however, against attaching importance to appar-
ent memories of previous lives evoked during meditation, especially when the
meditator has deliberately set out to recover such memories. This merely
invites fantasies that appear deceptively as memories of a previous life. A per-
son searching for memories of a previous life during meditation is in no bet-
ter position than someone under the influence of a hypnotist; in both situations
there is a task to do and the likelihood of fulfilling the task with a fantasy.

Even without such deliberate elicitation, fantasies may emerge during
meditation and be mistaken for actual memories. We should remember that
many Western practitioners of meditation adopt some technique of Asian
provenance; few of them are naive with regard to the possibility of reincar-
nation, and nearly all know that meditation may lead to the emergence of
memories of previous lives. This makes them liable to interpret uncrirically
as memories of previous lives any fantasies that happen to develop during
their meditation.
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Srrﬂng Emotion

In a small number of cases known to me, adults have had apparent
memories of previous lives that occurred during periods of strong emotion,
such as grief. The case of Georg Neidhart seems to me the best example of
this type. When Georg Neidhart, who lived in Munich, Germany, was still
a young man, his first wife and daughter both died within a short interval.
As a consequence, he fell into a depression thart lasted several months. While
in this condition one day, he suddenly began to see inwardly a series of scenes
of what seemed to be a previous life. The scenes ordered themselves into a
sequence of events, about which he made notes. Subsequently, he verified
some of the details and found that others were plausible for the life of a man
who had lived in the part of Bavaria northeast of Munich during the twelfth
century. A few other cases of this type have come to my attention, although
none have been as strong evidentially as that of Georg Neidhart.

Miscellaneous Waking Experiences of Adults

Some adult persons have had occur to them spontaneously, during a nor-
mal, waking state, “flashes” — or longer sequences — of what seem to be mem-
ories of previous lives. We cannot tell how common such experiences are
because reports of them so far have depended on voluntary submission of
accounts by the persons having them. These spontaneous “flashes” pose the
same problems of analysis as do all the other types of evidence that I have
mentioned: they are of little value unless verified, and, even if verified, of lit-
tle value unless we can exclude normal sources of information for their con-

Y
(ent.”™

Spontaneous Experiences of Young Children

Apart from the dreams and nightmares, which often begin when the
subject is a young child, the subjects for all the types of evidence so far dis-
cussed have been adults. By the time a person reaches adulthood, his mind
has been filled with a wide variety of information from many sources. Much
of this information lies in obscure recesses of the mind, and its possessor may
not even be aware of having acquired it. Yet it remains available to be tapped
for fantasies abourt previous lives. Such mobilization of unconscious mem-
ory stores is particularly likely to occur when a deliberate effort is made to
evoke previous life memories. I have described how this can occur in cases
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of hypnotic regression and during meditation; it seems to occur sometimes
also when hallucinogenic drugs are taken.

The foregoing remarks will help readers to understand why I value so
highly the spontaneous utterances about previous lives made by young chil-
dren. With rare exceptions, these children speak of their own volition; no
one has suggested to them that they should try to remember a previous life.
And at the young age when they usually first speak about the previous lives
their minds have not yet received through normal channels much informa-
tion abourt deceased persons. Moreover, we can usually make a sartisfactory
appraisal of the likelihood that they have obrained normally whatever infor-
mation they communicate about such persons. For the past thirty years I have
concentrated my attention on the cases of these young children, and I feel
justified in devoting almost all the remainder of this book to them. In the
next chapter I shall present fourteen typical cases, the subjects of which were
all young children when they first spoke about previous lives.
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she was taken to a horse farm; she went directly to the horses and petted them.
When someone asked her: “Aren’t you afraid of the horses?” she replied:
“No, I have been on horses lots of times.” Roberta also spoke of an auto-
motive vehicle that the previous father had owned. (It was not clear whether
this had been a passenger automobile or a truck.) She would sometimes indi-
cate a vehicle and remark: “There is a car [or truck] [like the one] that my
Dad used to own.”

Roberta said that her “other mummy and daddy” lived in the same
town where she and her family were then living. (This was a different town
than the one where I visited them.) On one occasion, Roberta was in a car
with her mother and pointed to a road, saying that was where she lived; she
indicated a dirt road that joined the highway. She wanted to go down the
road to see the previous family. Her mother did not wish to do this, evidently
because at this time she was not able to think that Roberta might be correct.
Roberta reproached her mother for days afterward for not having taken her
to the previous family when they had a chance to visit them."

Roberta asked her mother to buy her toys similar to those she said that
she used to have; when her mother said she did not know what these were,
Roberta became annoyed at what she considered her mother’s dullness. On
other occasions, also, she scolded her mother for not remembering her
(Roberta’s) previous life, as it seemed to Roberta she should have done. (And
yet Roberta did not claim that her mother had had a part in the previous
life.)

Roberta evidently had clear visual images of the appearances of the pre-
vious parents. Referring to the previous mother, she told her mother: “You
act like her, but she did not look like you.”"” Roberta favored the previous
mother’s style in various household tasks, including cooking. When her
(present) mother prepared some new dish for dinner, Roberta would some-
times tell her parents that she had eaten it many times before. Once her
mother cooked scalloped corn as a surprise for the family. When she placed
this on the rable, Roberta said: “I had that lots of times. Don’t you remem-
ber, my other mother used to make it.” She then referred to it by some name
other than scalloped corn, but Shirley Morgan later forgot this name. Shirley
Morgan asked Roberta how her “other mother” prepared the dish, and
Roberta patiently explained her “other mother’s” way of cooking it. Roberta
also thought her mother foolish not to wash windows in the more efhicient
manner of her previous mother. She often intervened in her parents’ con-
versations and remarks indicating familiarity with some topic or object of
which, in her mother’s opinion, she could have known nothing normally.

Roberta gave few clues to the period when the previous life took place.
She did not, tor example, refer to wearing clothes that obviously belonged
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to earlier fashions. Her familiarity with automobiles suggested that the pre-
vious life had occurred at least after they had become commonly owned by
American farmers. She implied, more than she expressly stated, that the pre-
vious parents were still living and could be found if only her parents would
apply themselves to the task.

Roberta showed some inclination to wear boys’ clothes, and she com-
plained of being a girl. She did not, however, state that she had been a boy
in the previous life. Her requests for toys suggested that the person whose
life she was recalling had died young, yet Roberta never said anything about
how that person had died. In fact, she denied having died. When Shirley
Morgan once asked a direct question about this, Roberta replied: “I didn't
die. I had o leave them [the other parents] for a while. And I told them I
was coming back.” She never said that she loved the previous parents, and,
indeed, Shirley Morgan thought that in a straight popularity contest between
herself and the previous mother, she (Shirley Morgan) would win, although
barely. Roberta’s pressure to return to the previous family appeared to derive
more from her promise to go back to them than from ties of affection. Since,
however, she never gave any names for herself or the family of the previous
life, Shirley Morgan had no way of tracing them, even if she had wished to
do so at the time, which was far from being the case.

Shirley Morgan and her husband were both Christians — she a mem-
ber of the Assembly of God, he of the Roman Catholic Church; reincarna-
tion had no place in the teachings of either of these religions. Shirley Morgan
knew nothing about reincarnation at the time Roberta began talking about
a previous life. She was not prepared for such talk, and even less prepared
for Roberta’s demands to be taken to the “other mother” and for her con-
stant, unfavorable comparisons of Shirley Morgan with the “other mother.”
Every parent has a limit of tolerance for such assessments, and Shirley Mor-
gan reached hers after about six months of daily pounding by Roberta. She
then began to punish Roberta every time she alluded to the previous life. She
spanked her for doing so. This gradually brought Roberta’s utterances to a
halt (except for occasional lapses, such as the one that occurred when she was
four and spoke about having ridden horses).

[ do not know when Roberta actually forgot about the previous life. She
may have remembered it for a time after her mother began punishing her for
talking about it. To ourward appearances, however, she remembered it less
than her mother did in the years that followed her mother’s efforts to sup-
press her memories. The matter continued to trouble Shirley Morgan, latently
at first and then openly. Finally, as | have explained, she became “obsessed” —
that was her own expression — with the thought that she must trace Roberta’s
previous family and allow her to meet them. She began blaming herself also



4. Fourteen Typical Cases of Children Who Remember Previous Lives 79

for not having allowed Roberta to speak freely about the previous life; she
was sure that Roberta ar that time could have stated some names that would
have permitted verification of her memories.

Unfortunately, this change of attitude came too late. Roberta by this
time was nine and a half years old, and she had given no additional clues to
the identity of the previous family since her allusion to horses at the age of
four; she never added proper names to what she had said earlier. Shirley Mor-
gan appears to have considered a search of farms with horses in the area of
the Morgans’ former home: this seemed impractical without some further
clues that might have narrowed the area of searching. However, I do not
understand why she did nort try driving down the farm road that Roberta
herself had indicated about six years earlier.

Soon after my visit to Roberta and her mother in the early summer of

1972, I lost touch with them and have been unable to trace them since. | can
say nothing therefore about Roberta’s further development.

The Case of Susan Eastland

| first learned of this case in 1968, when 1 received a letter from Char-
lotte Eastland, who, having read about my research in a magazine, volun-
teered information about the statements and behavior of her daughter Susan.
These suggested that Susan had memories, albeit fragmentary ones, of the
life of her deceased older sister, Winnie. I exchanged letters with Charlotte
Eastland during 1968 and early 1969, and in the summer of 1969, I visited
her in her home in Idaho. There I also met Susan, the subject of the case,
and Charlotte Eastland’s older daughter, Sharon. However, I did not meet
Robert Eastland, the stepfather of Sharon and Susan, who had also been,
according to Charlotte Eastland, a witness for some of Susan’s statements
abourt the previous life.

Winnie was a lovable six-year-old girl who was hit by an automobile
and farally injured in 1961. Her sudden death devastated the members of her
family. Her mother suffered grievously and found herself longing to have
Winnie somehow back in the family. At this time, she had only the vaguest
notions abour reincarnation; she told me later that she had heard about the
belief held by people in India that humans can be reborn as nonhuman ani-
mals (which she considered impossible), but she had never heard of reincar-
nation in another human body.

Nevertheless, the family members had an idea that Winnie might some-
how return to them. About six months after Winnie's death, her older sis-
ter, Sharon, dreamed that Winnie was coming back to the family. And when
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Charlotte Eastland became pregnant two years later, she dreamed of Win-
nie being with the family again. In 1964, when she was in the delivery room
for the birth of her new baby, her first husband (the father of all her chil-
dren) thought he heard Winnie’s voice saying distinctly: “Daddy, I'm com-
ing home.” The baby, Susan, thus came into a family that had lost a girl just
a few years earlier and that had some expectations that this same girl would
be reborn among them. We have to remember these facts when we evaluate
Susan’s remarks related to Winnie’s life.

When Susan was about two years old, she made several statements that
seemed like references to the life of Winnie. When anyone asked her how
old she was, she would answer that she was six (the age Winnie had been when
she was killed). Her sense of being older than her actual age persisted at least
up to the age of five, because at that time she insisted that she was older than
her brother Richard, who was then eleven. Winnie had been more than three
years older than Richard, so Susan’s remark was correct for Winnie but obvi-
ously wrong with regard to her own age relationship to Richard.

Susan expressed unusual interest in two photographs of Winnie and said
of them: “That was me.” Charlotte Eastland thought that she might earlier

have told Susan that the photographs were of Winnie; but she had not told
Susan that she thought she (Susan) might be Winnie reborn. Susan not only

identified the photographs as being of her; she insisted on having them for
herself. She kept one hanging by her bed and carried the other around with
her for weeks, sometimes repeating that it was a photograph of herself.

Susan never asked to be called Winnie, but on one occasion, when she
could barely scrawl, she took a crayon and wrote letters on the kitchen door
that spelled “WINNIL"” She omitted the final £ of Winnie, and she laid the
second / on its side, instead of standing it upright.

During this same period, Susan frequently used the phrase “When |
went to school,” and she talked also about playing on the swings at school.
Susan had not yet gone to school; she had played on a swing in the family’s
back yard, but not on one at a school. Winnie, on the other hand, had started
school before she was killed, and she used to play on the swings at her school.

During Winnie’s lifetime, Charlotte Eastland had a cookie jar that had
a cat on its lid. She used to play a game with her children in which, when
one of them wanted a cookie from the jar, she would ask the cat how many
cookies the child could have. She would then imitate a cat by replying in a
squeaky voice: “Meow, you may have one.” (The number of allowed cook-
ies varied with Charlotte Eastland’s estimate of the child’s needs and hunger.)
After Winnie’s death, Charlotte Eastland put the cookie jar away and forgot
it; the jar remained packed away for several years. When Susan was about
four, Charlotte Eastland brought it out and again filled it with cookies.
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Susan asked for a cookie. Without realizing that Susan would know noth-
ing about the game with the car on the cookie jar, her mother unthinkingly
asked her: “Well, what does the kitty say?” Susan startled her by replying:
“Meow, you may have one.” Charlotte Eastland, in recounting this episode
to me, wisely remarked that a child as intelligent as Susan might have inferred
the answer; and I would add that she might also have obtained the reply from
her mother by telepathy. Her spontaneous reply was nevertheless harmo-
nious also with the interpretation thar Susan somehow had access to Win-
nie’s memories.

After this, Susan spoke of several other events in which Winnie had par-
ticipated. She described an occasion when she and other members of the fam-
ily had gone to a beach and had caught a crab, and she named family
members present on this outing. Charlotte Eastland recalled that the family
had gone to a beach in the state of Washington the year before Winnie’s
death. They had played in the surf and on the sand; they had found shells
and dug for clams; Charlotte Eastland could not, however, remember that
they had caught a crab. Susan correctly named three of the four persons who
had been present, but she included one person, her stepfather, who had not.
Later, however, she corrected herself and said that Winnie’s (and her) father
had been present.

Susan also referred to playing in a pasture with her sister, Sharon; she
said that she had been unafraid of the horses and that she had once walked
under a horse. All this was correct for Winnie, who had played in a pasture
with Sharon, was unafraid of horses, and had once walked under one.

Charlotte Eastland once asked Susan whether she remembered the lit-
tle boy Gregory who had lived across the street from them. Susan replied:
“Yes, I remember Greggy. I used to play with him.” “Greggy” had been
Gregory’s short name; Charlotte Eastland had not mentioned it before Susan
did.

Susan’s mother also asked her if she remembered Uncle George, who
had lived up the street from them. Susan could not remember what Uncle
George’s house looked like, but said that she remembered him and then
added: “We used to stop and see him before going to school, and play
awhile.” This had been Winnie’s custom; in fact, she had stopped to play at
Uncle George’s house on the day she was killed. I should add that Gregory
and Uncle George lived in the town where the family lived during Winnie’s
life. Susan was born and had lived all her life in another, smaller town of
Idaho.

Readers will have noticed that Susan’s mother tried sometimes to stim-
ulate her memories by asking questions about events that had occurred dur-
ing Winnie’s life. This sort of conversation carries some risk of inadvertently
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of their speaking about the previous life; too often we meet them only later,
by which time many details may have slipped away and left a smaller residue
of fading memories, or perhaps no memories at all. Some children’s parents
say that they too have forgotten much of what their child said earlier. Be that
as it may, in most cases that | have studied, the informants have remembered
between five and fifty separate statements that the child has made about the
previous life.

The children also vary widely in their desire and apparent need to talk
about the previous life. Some, like Mallika Aroumougam, talk about the
previous life only when some object or event reminds them of a similar fea-
ture of the previous life. Others cannot keep off the subject and become
bores or worse. They talk about the previous life so incessantly, even after
several years, that the other members of the family may crave a meal with-
out having to hear once again about how much better the child’s previous
life was than his present circumstances are. The number of details in a child’s
memories may correlate poorly with his desire to talk about them. Mahes de
Silva, for example, remembered only a few details about a previous life, but
he battered his parents — especially his mother — with them until it became
a wonder that they applied no measures of suppression to him. Other par-
ents have been less forbearing.

The subjects also differ markedly in the forcefulness with which their
memories impinge on them. Some use the present tense in their statements.
They may say, for example: “l have a wife and two sons,” or “My house is
much bigger than this one.” (They may talk in this way even after they have
learned to distinguish past and present with appropriate words.) Orther chil-
dren make a point of distinguishing the two lives in their remarks. They will
begin some reference to the previous life with a phrase such as: “When I was
big...”

Sometimes the children act as if they have been snatched without warn-
ing from the body of an adult and thrust into that of a helpless child." When
Celal Kapan, a subject in Turkey, began to speak, almost his first words were:
“What am I doing here? 1 was at the port.” When he could say more, he
described details in the life of a dockworker who had fallen asleep in the hold
of a ship that was being loaded. Unfortunately, a crane operator who did not
know he was there allowed a heavy oil drum to drop on him, killing him
instantly. From the evidence of the case, one might say thart this sleeping man
regained consciousness in the body of a two-year-old child. These cases
remind me of the case of a woman who had a stroke and became unconscious
while playing bridge. When she regained consciousness several days later, her
first words were: “What's crumps?”

What I have said above may have prepared readers for my now saying
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that the children show differing expressions of emotion when they speak
about the previous lives. Some speak of them with detachment, as if they are
referring to far-off things, but the majority show a continuing strong involve-
ment with the remembered people and events. Some weep as they talk about
the previous life; others angrily denounce murderers who ended it. Teasing
adults and siblings have brought some subjects to tears by falsely telling them
that a spouse, other relative, or close friend of the previous personality was
ill or had died."

Some of the subjects switch rapidly from being completely absorbed in
the memories of the previous life to the usual behavior of a young child. For
example, a boy may gravely talk about his wife and children one minute, and
the next minute run off to play a child’s game with his young brothers.

A few children become abstracted from their immediate surroundings
as they talk about the previous life. They may talk about it to themselves.
Sometimes they may appear to onlookers to be in a partial trance, but the
word “trance” may be inappropriately strong, because these children can be
readily brought back to awareness of their environment. Cases like that of
Uttara Huddar, in which an apparently total change of personality occurs,

are extremely rare.
Most of the children have their memories only in the waking state. How-

ever, | have studied some cases in which the subject definitely or probably had
memories of the previous life during dreams or nightmares."” Also, some chil-
dren have tended ro talk about the memories more when getting ready to go
to sleep (and perhaps already drowsy) or soon after awakening.

Although most of the children have communicated their memories in
words only, perhaps supplemented with gestures, some have also made draw-
ings in which they depicted persons and events of the previous life.

The children nearly always stop talking about the previous lives between
the ages of five and eight, but some stop earlier and others later. A few sub-
jects claim to preserve all their memories into adulthood, and a few others
pretend they have forgotten everything, although they apparently still
remember much. Parents often credit themselves with having arrested the
flow of a child’s talk about a previous life by various measures they adopted
to “help” him forget. Yet the children appear to forget the memories at about
the same age regardless of whether their parents have encouraged them to
remember or have forbidden them to do so. Dr. Narendar Chadha and |
found in an analysis of sixty-nine cases in India that in twenty-nine (41 per-
cent) of them the child’s parents had suppressed the child. We also found
that the measures of suppression had no demonstrable effect; suppressed
children continued talking about a previous life just as long as those not sup-
pressed."
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The usual age of forgetting seems to coincide with the increased activ-
ity of a child outside the physical and social environment of his immediate
family. Whether or not he goes to school, this is a period when a child can
no longer manage life solely by controlling other members of his family; he
must adaprt to other, less indulgent persons. I believe this adjustment brings
new experiences, the memories of which cover and seem to obliterate those
of the previous life. Another occasion for the beginning of forgetting that
the subject’s parents often mention is his first visit to the family of the pre-
vious personality. Sometimes, after such a visit, what had seemed before to
be a torrent of talk abourt the previous life dries to a trickle and soon after-
ward ceases.”

The attention given a child who talks about a previous life appears to
influence how long he continues talking about it; this is how I interpret our
finding that children who talk about the lives of identified deceased persons
go on talking longer than do children who speak about persons who cannot
be traced. Children who remember verified previous lives (solved cases) con-
tinue speaking about them to an average age of just under seven and a half
years, whereas children having unverified memories stop speaking about the
previous lives at an average age of under six. When the child’s statements
cannot be verified, members of his family tend to lose interest in them; and
without any encouragement from surrounding adults the child may soon
cease to mention his memories. In contrast, if the statements are verified —
and especially if the child then has the additional attention of another fam-
ily, that of the deceased person about whom he has been talking — he has
incentives and stimuli to continue talking about the previous life.'

Although social factors have some importance in bringing on the amne-
sia for the memories, they are probably less important than developmental
ones within the subject himself. The onset of the amnesia coincides with the
rapid development of verbal language and the associated loss of visual imagery
in the child. Memories of previous lives appear to occur primarily (in the
child’s mind) in the form of visual images."” Then as the child acquires the
ability to speak, he gradually finds words with which he tries to communi-
cate the content of these images to his family. However, the development of
language leads in most persons to a layering over of visual images, which
gradually become less and less accessible. Even the ability to have visual
images becomes greatly impaired in most persons as they leave early child-
hood. After that age, most ordinary persons have visual images only in dreams
or when deliberately reminiscing; apart from poets and artists, few adults pre-
serve an ability to think normally with visual imagery.

I cannot emphasize too strongly that — with some exceptions — a child
who is going to remember a previous life has little more than three years in
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would have meant that their failure to remember proper names was only one
aspect of a general paucity of memories. However, a comparison of the num-
ber of statements American children made with the number made by Indian
children failed to support this conjecture. Nevertheless, American children
do not make as many verified statements as Indian children, and it is possible
that many of their statements derive from fantasies with which they fll gaps
in real memories. This question is one of many awaiting further research.

Most of the subjects have nothing whatever to say about events between
the death of the person whose life they remember and their own birth. In
their memories this period is usually a complete blank. Parmod Sharma, the
subject of an Indian case, passed over this interval in a single sentence when
he said: “I was sitting in a bathtub, and my feet have become small.” (This
was a reference to naturopathic tub baths that the man whose life he recalled
had taken just before he died.)

Nevertheless, some subjects do claim to remember events that happened
between the death of the previous personality and their own birth. These
memories are of two types: of terrestrial events (chiefly in the previous per-
sonality’s family) and of experiences in a discarnate “realm.”

In the first type, the subject remembers events happening to living per-
sons after the previous personality’s death. It is as if the previous personal-
ity had somehow stayed near where he had lived and died and had monitored
the activities of living persons while he was discarnate; in fact, some sub-
jects claim that they did just that. I mentioned in chapter 4 that Bongkuch
Promsin remembered that Chamrat’s murderers had dragged his body into
a field and that he (the then discarnate Chamrat) had stayed at a bamboo
tree near the murder site until he saw Bongkuch’s father. Disna Samarasinghe
(a subject in Sri Lanka) remembered that the body of Babanona (whose life
she recalled) had been buried near an anthill; the burial site had been cho-
sen only after Babanona’s death. Similarly, Dellil Beyaz stated that her (pre-
vious) body had been buried under an olive tree.

Veer Singh, the subject of another case, in India, claimed that after
death in the previous life he had remained near the house of the previous

family. As evidence of this he gave an account of the food consumed at fam-
ily social occasions, such as weddings. There was nothing especially remark-
able about his description of the food at the weddings, which is just as
predictable as the conventional food served at Western weddings, although
different. More impressive was his assertion that he had accompanied mem-
bers of the family who went out of the house alone. This matched a dream
that the mother of the previous personality (Som Dutt) in this case had had.
She had dreamed thar the discarnate Som Dutt told her that he was accom-
panying his older brother, who was slipping out of the house at night and



112 CHILDREN WHO REMEMBER PREVIOUS LIVES

attending fairs being held in the region. (Upon being asked, the brother
acknowledged that he had been doing just that, but the other members of
the family did not know it until the mother had her dream.) Veer Singh also
showed knowledge of other private family matters occurring after Som Dutt’s
death and before Veer Singh’s birth, such as lawsuits involving the family, a
camel they had purchased, and children born during this interval.

The Thai monk Ven. Chaokhun Rajsuthajarn, to whose case I referred
earlier (in describing the futile efforts of his parents to suppress his memo-
ries), remembered thart after dying in the previous life he had attended the
funeral of the person whose life he recalled. At this time, he said, he had a
sense of lightness and seemed to move easily from place to place. He thought
that he was in charge of the ceremony and was receiving the guests; in facr,
however, he was invisible to the participants, who went on with the cere-
mony with no suspicion of his presence.

Occasional subjects claim to have engaged in poltergeist activity while
discarnate. Veer Singh said that he had broken the plank of a swing on which
people were playing, and Tinn Sein said that he had thrown a stone at the
man who later became his father (in the next incarnation).

The second, more common type of memory of the period between death
and presumed rebirth is that of another realm where the subject claims he

sojourned — usually not knowing for how long — after death in the previous
life and before his birth in the present one. Disna Samarasinghe gave a rather
circumstantial account of her stay in such a place after the death of Babanona,
the elderly woman whose life and death Disna remembered. The clothes one
wore there were rich and elegant, she said, and they needed no washing. One
could have food, which appeared when one wished for it, but there was no
need to eat. She mer a kindly “ruler,” who eventually advised her to get her-
self reborn, but did not tell her where.

Subjects in Burma and Thailand (and occasionally elsewhere) who have
memories of a discarnate realm may describe meeting in it a sagelike man
who befriends them and later guides them to a family for their next rebirth.
The Burmese monk Ven. Sayadaw U Sobhana, who (as a child) remembered
a previous life, gave one of the fullest descriptions I have of a meeting with
such a discarnate advisor. He recalled that the sage had brought him back
to the village where the previous personality had lived, had taken him first
to that person’s house, and finally had led him to another house a few doors
away and left him there; this was the house of Ven. Sayadaw U Sobhana’s
parents, where he was born.*

The Accuracy of the Subjects’ Statements. An analysis by Dr. Sybo Schou-
ten and myself of 103 cases in India and Sri Lanka showed that the subjects
in India were correct in a little more than 80 percent of the statements they
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Subjects of reincarnation cases are listed in alphabetical order according to
their first or given names, with “case of " following the name. Subjects of any
other type of case are listed last name first, with the case type in parentheses.

Honorifics (such as Maung, U, Ma, and Daw) that have been used in the
text (especially for Burmese subjects and for monks in Thailand) are not used

in the index.

Assume, where appropriate, that index headers and sub-headers refer to

the subject, unless otherwise indicated.

abortion, discarnate PP objects to 73, 243

absorprtion in memories 108, 125

Adams, Susan vii

addictions related to previous life 119, 187,
198, 237-38, 295-96 n9

Adnan Kellegi, case of 242

“adult attitude” 66, 70, 92, 96, 120, 194,
283 n27, 298 n23

adults, attitudes toward subject 61, 78-79,
84, 120-23, 125-26, 288 nll, 288 nl2

Africa (West), belief in reincarnation 29

age of subjects 4: ar first speaking of previ-
ous life 105-6, 281 n10; ceasing to speak
of previous life 108-10, 123, 282 nl6

aggression related to previous life see ani-
mosity and aggression

Ainu (Japan), belief in reincarnation 30,
266 n2

alcohol: craving during pregnancy with
subject 198; subject’s fondness for 198,
237-38, 295-96 n9

Alessandrina Samona, case of 285 n6

Alevis (Turkey): announcing dreams 99;
belief in reincarnation 32, 267 n9

Alice Robertson, case of 49-50, 292 n3

Alvarado, Carlos vii
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American Indians 266 n2; see also tribes by
name

Ampan Percherat, case of 113, 125, 283
n28, 296 nl2, 303 nl2

analysis of cases see interpretation of cases

animal, reincarnation as 177, 209-10,
293-94 nl3, 300 n3

animosity and aggression: generalized to
groups 196-97, 298 n26; as psychic link
in reincarnation cases 195, 237, 312 nl0;
towards parents, related to previous life
195, 298 n25; towards previous person-
ality’s murderer 70, 92, 196-97, 298 n26

announcing dreams 39, 99-101, 175, 276
n2, 280 n8; absence among Druse
(Lebanon) 175, 293 n7; Burma 39, 60,
175, 229, 243; cultural differences 175;
defined 276 n2; Finland 73; India 89,
175; petitionary 39, 99, 243, 247; Sri
Lanka 101, 175, 292-93 n6; Tlingit
(northwestern North America) 59, 99;
Turkey 91; United States 79-80, 85

anomalous dates of previous personality
death and subject birth 127-28, 161,
284 n35

Anusha Senewardena, case of 119, 303 nl5S
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Apollonius (of Tyana), case of 31, 129, 267
n6, 272 nl

apparitions 3, 11, 229-30, 262-63 n8;
belief in 24; bystander cases 311 n6; case
reports 16-19, 21-22, 23-24; chance as
explanation 20-22; incidence of 24;
incidence of violent death in 291 n28;
postmortem 229-30, 308 n50; in rein-
carnation cases 229; reliability of percip-
ients 20, 263-64 nl6; “voluntary™ 249,
314 n26; see also death-bed visions

appetites of mother during pregnancy
197-99

Arif Hamed, case of 51

Asha Rani, case of 278 nl4, 298 n24

Athabaskan (northwestern North America)
33,178

Atreya, B. L. 285 n6

attitudes roward case: family of subject
120-23, 150; family of previous person-
ality 139, 150, 156

Aung Cho Thein and Aung Ko Thein, case
of 190

Aung Myint, case of 304 nl9

Aung Than, case of 100, 311 n9

Aurangzeb, Emperor 129, 269 nl7, 284 n3

Australia, belief in reincarnation among
tribes 30, 266 n2

authenticity of cases 24-25; dehned 285
nY

automatic writing 273 n8

Aye Kyaw, case of 240, 282 n21, 293 nll,
307 n4l

Bacon, Francis 14, 22, 263 nll, 264 n20

Bajrang B. Saxena, case of 117, 283-84
n33, 288 nll, 312 nl2

Barker, D. R. 97, 288 nl3

Baudelaire, Charles 231, 308 n53

Bayer, Resat 152, 285-86 nl3

Beethoven, Ludwig van 231

behavioral memories (behavior related to
previous life) 26-27, 59, 72, 115-20,
138, 160, 182-84; persistence after verbal
memories fade 119, 123, 125-26; syn-
dromes of unusual 118-19, 160, 202, 289
nl7, 299 n31; see alse addictions; adult
attitude; cross-dressing in sex-change
cases; eating habits; food preferences and
cravings; phobias; play; precocity of
subject; skills

beliefs as influences on postmortem events
180, 294 nl6

Beloff, John vii

Berger, Hans (telepathy case) 19-20

Bergson, H. 224, 305 n28

Bernheim, H. 266 n28

Bernstein Brothers Parapsychology and
Health Foundation viii

Bhagavad-Gita 269 nl6

biological features of cases 101-5; see also
birthmarks and birth defects; constric-
tion rings; internal diseases related to
previous life

Bir Sahai, case of 126

birth defects, causes of 197

birthmarks and birth defects related to pre-
vious life 1, 28, 101-5, 131, 197, 280-81
n9; chance as explanation 102-4; as cor-
poreal memories 28; description of typi-
cal 102; examples in cases 59, 72, 83, 89,
91; “experimental” 104, 144, 246, 248,
313 n2l; ignored in early investigations
131; incidence 101; in possession cases
161-62; prediction 104; unusual details
102-3

Bishen Chand Kapoor, case of 119, 252,
284 n6, 295 n7, 295 n9, 296 nll, 303
nl5, 304 ni9

Blanche Poynings (automatic writing case)
273 n8

body size, awareness of change in 223, 281
nll, 304 n25

Bongkuch Promsin, case of 68-71, 111,
116-17, 183, 188, 196, 198, 242, 278 nl3,
281 nll, 281 nl3, 283 n27, 293 nll

Boswell, James 264 nl9, 268 nl2, 301 n4

Brahmins (of India), customs of 57, 124,
130

brain and mind 223-27, 305 n29, 305
n30

Braude, S. 288 nl6

Brazil: belief in reincarnation 29; case in
106

Bridey Murphy, case of 46, 273-74 n9

Brijendra Singh, case of 287 n8

Broad, C. D. 32, 262 n6

Brougham, Lord (apparition case) 18-19,
20

Brown, Norman 30-3]

Buddhism: belief in reincarnation 4, 35,
38-39, 237, 303 nll, 310 n3; beliefs
about discarnate realm 112, 177, 307
n40; karma 38, 238, 251-53; rebirth as
nonhuman animal 177, 209-10

bullet wounds, of entry and exit 103-4

Burma 2. 177, 237; announcing dreams
39, 60, 99, 100, 175; case reports 60-62,
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240; discarnate realm 177; experimental
birthmarks 104; honorihcs 277 n3; inci-
dence of cases 279-80 n4; Japanese pre-
vious personalities 60-62, 197, 239, 298
n27, 311 n9; mode of death 218; names
from previous life remembered fre-
quently 150; same-family cases 174; sex
ratio of cases 218; sex-change cases 178,
294 nl5

Butler, S. 310-11 n5

“bystander cases” (apparitions) 311 n6

Caesar, Julius 271 n26

case, “fully developed, * features of 98,
280 n5

case of the reincarnation type defined 278
nl

caste-change cases in India 56-58, 125~
26, 214-15, 303 nl5

Castrén, Rita vii

Cathars, belief in reincarnation 34, 269
nl8

Catherine of Siena (Saint) 185

Celal Kapan, case of 107

Celts (Great Britain), belief in reincarna-
tion 36, 270 n26

Cemil Fahrici, case of 275 nl8, 281 nl3,
298 n26, 304 n20

Cevriye Bayri, case of 280 n8, 282 n2l,
288 nl2, 303 nl2

Chadha, Narendar 108, 120

Champollion, ].-F. 185, 295 n4

Chanai Choomalaiwong, case of 117, 282
n23

chance: belief in non-Western cultures
171; belief in Western cultures 231-32,
308 n55; explanation of birthmarks and
birth defects 102-4; explanation of para-
normal events 20-22; genetics and 201-2

Chang and Eng (“Siamese twins") 193

Chaokhun Rajsuthajarn, case of see Raj-
suthajarn, Chaokhun

child-parent relationships see parent-child
relationships

Choe Hnin Htet, case of 114, 286 n2

choice of circumstances for next life 39-
40, 237, 271 n35; see also embryo, infu-
enced by discarnate personality; predic-
tions/aspirations for next life

Christianity and reincarnation 36, 222;
cases in Christian families 76-79, 79-
83, 83-87, 87-89; Cathars 34, 269 nl8;
early beliefs 36

clairvoyance defined 15, 263 nl3

cleft lip and palate, in twins 191-92

communication berween two families in
“stranger cases, ~ possible channels 137-
38, 153, 238-39

comparisons with previous family 77, 78

conduct, moral and reincarnation 251-54;
see also karma

conjoined twins, differences between 12,
193

consciousness 11, 224-25, 305-6 n32

Constantinople, Council of 36

constriction rings on embryo 105

“continuing business” of previous personal-
ity 212, 302-3 nl0 Cook, Emily
Williams vii, 2

Corliss Chotkin, Jr., case of 58-60, 103,
104, 113, 186, 200, 280 n6, 280 n8

cravings: mother, during pregnancy 197-
99, 298 n28; subject, related to previous
life 116-17; see alse addictions related 1o
previous life

criticisms of reincarnation research 143-
44, 286 nl5, 289 nl9

cross-cultural cases 60-62, 117, 239, 242-
43; see also Japanese previous personali-
ties for Burmese subjects

cross-cultural comparisons of cases 169-80

cross-dressing in sex-change cases 61, 78,
88, 125, 188

cryptomnesia 153-54, 273 n8, 287 n7

cultural variations in cases: incidence and
features 169-78; possible explanations
178-80

culture shock and reincarnation 215-16

Daniel Jirdi, case of 117, 295 n5

Darwin College (Cambridge) viii

Daw (Burmese honorific) see first given
name, e.g., Tin Hla

death: age of previous personality at 211-
12: anomalous dates in reincarnation
cases 127-28, 161, 284 n35: fear of 35,
238, 270 n22, 308-9 n50; natural mode
of 211-12; stimulus for psychical experi-
ences 25, 300 n4; violent mode of 165~
66, 210-11, 300-1 n4

death-bed visions 230, 308 n51

deception, cases of 122, 151-52, 287 n6

defnitions of terms 13-16

déja vu 48-49: neurological explanations
49, 275 nl6; precognition and 48; rein-
carnation and 48, 275 nl5

De Laguna, F. 294 nl4

Delanne, G. 285 n6
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Dellil Beyaz, case of 111, 293 nl0

demotion cases 214-15, 303 nl5

departure dreams see dreams, communica-
tion with living persons

Derck Pitnov, case of 183

Descartes, René 14, 263 nll, 306 n35

details menrioned by subject 21-22, 106-
7: as evidence of paranormality 154, 287
n8

Dickinson, G. L. 273 n8

difficulties of investigating cases 95-96,
134-39

discarnate state 227-30, 307 n40, 307-8
n45; communication with living persons
229-30; culrural differences in beliefs
and cases 177; fading of memories 218,
303-4 nl8; memories of 177, 227, 293
nl2, 307 n4l, 308 n52; sages/guides
encountered 112, 282 n20; see alse inter-
mediate lives; intermission period; psy-
chophore

Disna Samarasinghe, case of 111, 112, 114-
15, 186, 188, 198, 202, 214, 223, 281 nl2,
282 n22, 283 n26, 293 nl0, 293 nl2,
295 n7, 303 nl5, 307 n4dl

Dolon Champa Mitra, case of 149, 282
n24, 288 nl2, 296 nl2

Dostoevsky, Fyodor 301 n4

draw-a-person test 141

dreams 43, 49-52; communications by
previous personality during 73, 100,
229; in infancy 309-10 n2; previous life
recalled in 49-52, 64, 108, 275 nl8, 281
nl3; recurrent 49-52; teleparhic 35, 17,
19; vividness and paranormality 51-52,
275-76 nl9; see also announcing dreams

Driesch, H. 229, 263 n9, 308 n49

Druids, beliet in reincarnation 271 n26

drugs and memories of previous life 52-
53, 276 n20

Druses (Lebanon): absence of announcing
dreams 175, 293 n7; belief in immediate
rebirth 67, 175-76, 278 n9; case report
64-68; desire to hnd deceased reborn
family member 150, 155; reincarnation
beliefs 252, 277 n7; sex-change cases,
absence of 179

dualism (mind and brain) 224-27

Ducasse, C. ]J. 32, 33, 261 n3, 262 n6,
268 nl4, 306 n35, 307 n40

Dulcina Karasek, case of 281 nll, 283 n28,
288 nl6, 296 nl2

Dunn, lrene 2

Duran Incirgoz, case of

carly experiences and human personality
205-6, 299 n34

cating habits related to previous life 56-57

Eccles, John 305 n29

Eddington, A. S. 224-25, 305 n3l1

Edelstein, Stuart vii

Edward Ryall, case of 106

embryo, influenced by discarnate personal-
ity 244-5]

emotions, intense: accompanying expres-
sion of memories 159-60; initiating
memories of previous life 54; psychic
experiences and 310-11 n5; related to
previous life 60, 107-8, 115, 159-60;
response to teasing abourt previous life
108, 281 nl12; sudden change after meet-
ing previous family 281 nl5

“enemy” cases (Igbo) 241-42

environmental factors, limited in explain-
ing personality 195-96, 205-6

Erin Jackson, case of 87-89, 120

Erkan Kilig, case of 117, 119, 302-3 nl0,
303 nl2

Eskimo see Inuit

Estes, Patricia vii, 2

experimental birthmarks 104, 144, 246,
248, 313 n2l

extrasensory perception: alternative expla-
nation for reincarnation cases 159-61,
288 nl6; dehined 15; reincarnation sub-
jects exhibited 159, 288 nl6

facilitators of previous life memories 210-
16

fading or persistence of memories of previ-
ous life 108; attention 109; increased
social activity 109; loss of visual imagery
109; verbal language development 109;
visit to family of previous personality
109

family: desire to see previous 61, 115-16,
277 n4; factors influencing reincarnation
236-44, 254, 312 nl2; psychic connec-
tions 311 n7; relationship with previous
115-16, 282 n23, 282 n24, 288 nl2;
selection by previous personality 39-40,
271 n35; see also parent-child relation-
ships

Faruq Faris Andary, case of 303 nl2, 304
n20

features of the cases: “fully developed™ case
98, 280 n5; recurrent 164-08, 174; see
alse addictions; adult attitude; announc-
ing dreams; birthmarks and birth
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defects; cultural variations in cases; eat-
ing habits; food, subject’s preferenes;
gender identity confusion; mode of
death; phobias; play; precocity of sub-
ject; predictions/aspirations for next life;
recognitions; same-family cases; sex-
change cases; statements about previous
life; violent mode of death

field effect 93, 251, 314 n3I

Finland, case report 73-75

follow-up interviews 143

food: subject’s preferences 61, 69-70, 116-
17; mother’s cravings when pregnant
with subject 197-99, 250, 298 n27

Francis of Assisi (Saint) 253

fraud 122, 151-52, 287 n6

Freud, Sigmund 184, 295 n2, 296 nll

friendship: psychic connections and 236-
37, 31011 n5, 311 n8; reincarnation and
237, 254, 311-12 n9

Fry, Elizabeth 185

“fully developed™ case 98, 280 n5

funeral, memory from previous life 177,
293 nl0

Gamini Jayasena, case of 302 n7

Gauss, C. F. 310 n4

gender-identity confusion in cases 188-89,
283 n31, 296 nl2; biological explana-
tions 189, 296 nl3; parental influence
189, 296 nl4, 296 nl5; see alse cross-
dressing

genetic defect as possible factor in memo-
ries of previous life 174

genetic memory 158-59, 275 nl7, 288 nl5

genetics: limited in explaining personality
203-6, 299 n32; reincarnation and 12,
174, 247-49; schizophrenia 203-5, 299

n33; sickle cell anemia 247-49, 313 n23;

see also twins
geographical distribution of cases 4-5
geographical factors, selection of new fam-

ily 239-42, 278 nl0, 312 nl3, 312 nl4
Georg Neidhart, case of 54, 106
Georgina Feakes (apparition case) 23-24
gestures, used by preverbal subjects 105
Gibbon, Edward 231, 238, 308 n54
Giles, Friar 253
Gillian and Jennifer Pollock, case of 71-
73,190, 303 nl2
Gitksan (British Columbia) 178; belief in
reincarnation 208
glossophobia (reluctance to speak native
tongue) 127, 284 n34

Gnanatilleka Baddewithana, case of 114,
115, 302 n7

Godbey, ]. W., Jr. 306 n36

Goodwin, Brian vii

Gopal Gupra, case of 56-58, 96, 119, 176,
303 nl2, 303 nl5, 303 nl7

guilt: factor in psychic experiences 312 nll;
factor in reincarnation cases 237

Haida (British Columbia), belief in rein-
carnation 120, 178, 208, 237, 243

Hair Kam Kanya, case of 303 nl4

hallucinations of widowhood 24, 265 n24

Handel, G. F. 184-85

Hanumant Saxena, case of 89-91, 102

Haraldsson, Erlendur 1, 141-42, 144-45,
213, 283 n32

Hinduism, belief in reincarnarion 4, 32,
34, 38, 173, 208, 209-10, 307 n40

Hippocrates 224, 305 n27

Hmwe Lone, case of 312 nl3

Hnin Aye wvii, 247

hoaxes see deception, cases of

Hume, D. 268 nl2

Hunt, Dawn 2

Husam Halibi, case of 287 n4

hypermnesia 300-1 n4

hypnosis: accuracy of recall 42-47, 47,
272 n2, 272 n3, 273 n7; normal sources
of information 47, 273 n8, 274 nll;
post-hypnotic suggestion 266 n28; pro-
posed research 47; regression to previous
life 42-47, 272-73 n4, 273 nb6; thera-
peutic value 46; xenoglossy during 46

Ibekwe, Nicholas vii

Igbo (Nigeria): announcing dreams,
absence of 175; belief in reincarnation
32, 38-39, 122, 208, 241-42, 267 nl0;
“enemy” cases 241-42; experimental
birth defects 248, 313 n24; ogbanje
(repeater child) 248-49, 313-14 n24;
same-family cases 174, 175, 292 n5; sex
ratio, pronounced 218, 294 nl5

Imad Elawar, case of 136-37, 160, 188,
303 nl7

incidence of cases 95-97, 279 n3; cultural
variations 169-74, 279-80 n4; survey in
India 97, 285 n8

independent investigators 1, 143-45; see
also Haraldsson, E.; Keil, ].; Mills, A.;
Pasricha, S.

India: announcing dreams 175; case
reports 56-58, 89-91, 106, 176-77, 252;
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caste-change cases 56-58, 126, 214-15,
303 nl5; early investigations 129, 130,
269 nl7; intermediate lives 176-77;
Moslem cases 173-74; reasons for high
incidence 170-72; sex-change cases 178;
south India, paucity of reported cases
173; suppression by parents 108, 283
n30; vanations in cases 173-74

Indika and Kakshappa Ishwara, case of
192-93

Indika Guneratne, case of 149-50, 302
nl0, 303 nl5

individuality: defined 235; survival of
235, 310 n3

infancy, possible memories during 309 n2

informants for cases: firsthand 133, 285
nll; reliability of testimony 146-48,
154-58

inherited memory 158-59, 275 nl7, 288
nl5

inhibitors of previous life memories 210-
16

intensity of experience and psychic connec-
tions 265-66 n27, 311 n6

interests of subject related to previous life
184-86, 295 n5

intermediate lives 176, 202-3, 210, 218,
303 nl17; Druses (Lebanon) 67, 176, 278
n9; India 176-77

intermission memories 111-13

internal discases related to previous life
104

interpretations of cases: crypromnesia 153~
54, 273 n8, 287 n7; extrasensory per-
ception 159-61, 288 nl6; fraud 122, 151-
52, 287 nb6; generic memory 158-59,
275 nl7, 288 nl5; normal communica-
tion 137-38, 150-51; paramnesia (mem-
ory distortion) 154-58, 288 nl3;
possession 161-62, 289 nl8; reincarna-
tion 162-63; self-deception 136-37, 152;
sociopsychological hypothesis 112-13,
288 nl3

interpreters, use of in interviews 135-36,
285 nl2

interval berween death and birth 120;
anomalous dates 127-28, 161, 284 n35;
see alse intermission memories

interval between first meeting of families
and first written record of case 134, 155~
56

Inuit (Eskimo) belief in reincarnation 31,
33, 36, 37, 208

investigation of cases: difficulties 134,

136-37; history of 129-32; interview
methods 133-36; psychological tests
141-42; questionnaires 140, 285-86 nl3;
written and printed documents 142-43
written records 135

Ishwar Godbole, case of 270 n21

Ismail Alunkilic, case of 160

Ismailis, belief in reincarnation 36

Jagdish Chandra, case of 125, 242, 284
n6, 289 nl9, 302 n7

Jains (India), interval between death and
birth 175-76, 293 n9

James, William 305 n32

Japanese previous personalities see Burma,
Japanese previous personalities

Jasbir Singh, case of 114, 124, 130

Jataka rales (Buddhism) 269 nl6

Jayawardene, Tissa vii

Johnson, Samuel 264 nl9, 301 n4

Judith Krishna, case of 117-18, 303 nl5

Juggi Lal Agarwal, case of 238-39

Kahl, Olga 307 n38, 314 n25

Kane, I. 25, 307 n44

karma 4, 38, 238, 251-53; retributive
251-53

Katsugoro, case of 129

Keats, J. 253

Keil, Jiirgen 1, 71, 104, 125, 144, 157, 164,
178, 216

Keith, A. B. 267 n7

Kelly, Emily W. (formerly Cook) 83, 84,
86, 87

Kenedi Alkan, case of 152

Khin Ma Gyi and Khin Ma Nge, case of
190

Khin San Tin and Khin San Yin, case of
239

Khin Sandi, case of 200-1

Klinefelter's syndrome 189

Koestler, Arthur 282 nl7

Kovacs, . 309 nl

Kumkum Verma, case of 105, 118, 303
nl4, 303 nl5

Kyaw Myint Naing, case of 247

Lal Jayasooria, case of 116

Lalitha Abeyawardena, case of 117, 241,
302 n9

lamas of Tibet 35, 213-14, 280 n7

language of previous life, subject’s inability
to speak 127, 283-84 n33

later development of subjects 123-27, 143
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Laure Raynaud, case of 285 n6

left-handedness 59, 199-201

Leonard, Gladys Osborne 314 n25

Little Hans, case of 184, 295 n2

long-distance cases 151, 238-39

love, as factor in psychical experiences 25,
265-66 n27, 311 n6

Lown, Bernard 101

lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD): memo-
ries of previous life 52

Ma (Burmese honorific) see first given
name, e. g., Myint Thein

Mahes de Silva, case of 107

Mallika Aroumougam, case of 107

Manju Bhargava, case of 239

Manju Triparti, case of 176-77, 303 nl7

Marta Lorenz, case of 106, 217, 304 n20

Mary Magruder, case of 50-51, 159

maternal cravings during pregnancy related
to previous life 197-99, 298 n28

maternal impressions 101-2

Maung (Burmese honorific) see first given
name, e. g., Aung Than

McClean-Rice, Nicholas vii

McTaggart, J. M. E. 32, 33, 244, 268 nl4,
312 nl5

meditation: memories of previous life

23

mediumistic communicators 15, 303-4
nl8, 307 n44

Mechrotra, L. P 14]

memories of previous life, age and manner
of speaking 105-10; strong emotion
with 107-8

memories of previous life, events recalled:
discarnate state 111-12; events following
previous personality’s deach 111-12;
events preceding previous personality’s
death 300-1 n4; mode of death 110,
167; names 110-11, 148-50, 167, 308
n45

memories of previous life, expression of:
in present tense 107; with gestures 105;
with strong emotion 107-8

memories of previous life, factors facilitat-
ing: dreams 49-52; drugs 52-53; emo-
tion 54; hypnosis 42-47; illness 52-53,
276 n21; meditation 53; piety of previ-
ous personality 213-14; shock, emotional
214-15; violent death 165-66, 210-11,
300-1 n4

memories of previous life, factors inhibit-
ing: increasing age 108, 123-24; lack of

attention 109; social activity 109; sup-
pression 95-96, 108

memories of previous life, types of: behav-
ioral 26-27; see also behavioral memo-
ries; biological features of cases 28, 104;
genetic see genetic memory; imaged 26;
inherited see genetic memory; panoramic
228, 308 n48

mental illness see schizophrenia

methods see investigation of cases

Michael Wright, case of 83-87, 194-95,
303 nl2

Mills, Antonia 1, 37, 144, 173

mind and brain 223-27

monism 224; see also dualism; mind and
brain

Monod, Jacques 13

moral conduct, effect on next life 251-54

morphogenetic fields 251, 314 n31

Moslem: Shiite belief in reincarnation 36,
38; Sunni disbelief in reincarnation 174

Mounzer Haidar, case of 304 n19

Mu Mu, case of 276 n2l

Mu'akkasah, Majd vii

Muklyananda, Swami 232

multiple previous lives 218-19, 304 n19

Murphy, G. 262 n6

mutilation of previous personality’s corpse
by parents 248

Myanmar see Burma

Myint Myint Zaw, case of 125

Myint Thein, case of 301 n4

Myint Tin, case of 198, 237-38

Nakphairaj, Sophon 69

names from previous life: in play of sub-
ject 118; subjects’ failure to remember
110-11, 167

Nasir Toksoz, case of 270 n2l, 307 n4l,
308 n47

National Technical Information Service vii

Navalkishore Yadav 304 n20

Nawal Daw, case of 284 n34

near-death experiences 228, 307 n43

Necati Caylak, case of 183

Necip Unliitagkiran, case of 100

Nelson, Lord 200, 298 n29

Newman, H. H. 193

Nightingale, Florence 185, 295 n4

nightmares see dreams

Nirankar Bhatnagar, case of 298 n26

northwestern North American tribes 266
n2; see also Athabaskan; Gitksan; Haida;
Tlingit; Tsimsyan
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Obeyesckere, G. 271 n32

ogbanje, Igbo concept of 248-49, 313-14
n24

Om Prakash Mathur, case of 296 n9

Ornuma Sua Ying Yong, case of 198

Ossowiecki, Stefan 307 n38, 314 n25

Owen, Geurgf: vil

Palmer, John 274 nl3

Paquet, Agnes (apparition case) 21-22,
264 nl8

paramnesia 154-58, 288 nl3

paranormal, defined 14-15

paranormal cognition, trustworthy wit-
nesses of 263-64 nl6

parapsychology 13-14

parent-child relationships, relevance of
cases to 194-96; triangular see Michacl
Wright, case of

Parmod Sharma, case of 111, 125, 138, 153,
203, 302 nl0

Pasricha, Sarwanr vii, 1, 97, 102, 122, 144,
164, 219, 283 n30, 290 n2l, 292 n30

past-life readings 41-42

Patanjali 35, 228

Paulo Lorenz, case of 124, 125, 304 n20

Penfield, Wilder 305 n29

Peris, M. 268-69 nl6

personality, defined 10

Pertzoff, Margaret viii

phobias of subjects of cases 60, 62, 75,
116, 18284, 220; variations with mode
of death 183

physical body, inHuence of discarnate per-
sonality on: disease 104; during gesta-
tion 250-51; embryo selection 248-49;
sex-change cases 245-46; occurrence of
twins 247

piety: maternal, during pregnancy 198; of
previous personality 198, 213-14; of sub-
ject 198

Piper, Leonora 289 nl7

Plato 32, 39-40, 228, 268 nl3, 308 n46

play of subject related to previous life 117-
18, 185

Polat, Can vii, 116, 152

Polkinghorne, J. 262 n3

population growth and reincarnation 207-
9, 300 n2

possession, as interpretation of cases 161-
62

post-traumartic stress disorder (PTSD) 118

Prabhu, case of 284 n6

Prakash Varshnay, case of 275 nl4, 275

nl8, 277 n4, 279 n2, 281 nl3, 288 nll,
298 n22, 302 n7

Pratima Saxena, case of 223

Pratomwan Inthanu, case of 218, 304 nl8,
304 n25

precocity of subject: sexual 70; of unusual
interests 184-86

precognition 15

predictions or aspirations about next life
98-99, 238

pregnancy: cravings during 197-99, 298
n28; psychophysical inhibition of 246,
250

present tense, use of by subjects 107

previous personality: defined 25-26, 235;
identification of correct 148-50; predic-
tion of rebirth 98-99

Price, H. H. 228, 307 n45

Prince, W. F. 275 nl19

“private cases’ 95

prompring of subject 122

psychical, defined 15

psychological tests of subjects 141-42

psychophore, concept of 234, 309 nl

Pushpa, case of 105, 137, 153, 176, 303 nl7

Puri Parra, case of 303 nl2

Pythagoras 254, 268-69 nl6, 284 nl

questionnaires 140, 285-86 nl3

Rabih Elawar, case of 303 nl2

Raddalgoda, E. C. 141-42

Rajani Sukla, case of 243

Rajsuthajarn, Chaokhun 96, 112, 229, 281
nll, 283 n27, 284 n35, 293 nl0, 293
nl2, 298 n23, 303 nl4, 307 n4l, 308
n52, 309 n2

Rajul Shah, case of 293 n9, 302 n7, 303
nl5

Rakesh Gaur, case of 288 nl3

Ram Prakash, case of 219

Ram Tirath, case of 238

Ramesh Sukla, case of 295 n5, 295 n9

Ramez Shams, case of 118, 304 n20

Ramoo and Rajoo Sharma, case of 190

Rani Saxena, case of 124, 125, 188-89

Ranjith Makalanda, case of 287 n4

Ratana Wongsombat, case of 115, 186, 214

Ravi Shankar Gupta, case of 116, 119, 183

recognitions: spontancous 113; by subjects
113-15; subject’s failure to make 277-78
n8; under controlled conditions 113-14

records, written 135

reincarnation: of individuality 235
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reincarnation, belief in (countries and cul-
tures): Ainu (Japan) 266 n2; Alevis
(Turkey) 32, 267 n9; American Indians
266 n2; see also tribes by name; Atha-
baskan 33, 178, 266 n2; Austria 30;
Brazil 29, 266 n2; Buddhists 32, 35, 38;
Canada 30; Cathars (France) 34; Celts
(Great Britain) 36; central Australian
tribes 266 n2, 312 nl3; Druses (Leba-
non) 175-76, 179; East Africa 29; edu-
cated persons in Asia and Africa 304-5
n26; France 30; Gitksan 208; Great
Britain 30; Greece 32, 39-40; Haida
(Alaska and British Columbia) 208;
Hindus 4, 32, 34, 38, 208, 209-10,
307 n40; Igbo (Nigeria) 32, 38-39,
208, 241-42, 267 nl0; see also repeater
children; India 36, 38, 95; Inuit 31, 33,
36, 122, 208, 268 nl5; Ismailis (Shiite)
36; Jains 175-76, 179; Moslems (of
India) 36-37; North America 30;
northwestern North American tribes
266 n2; see also tribes by name; Shiite
Moslems 29, 36, 38; Tiber 35, 98-99;
Tlingit (Alaska) 32, 37-39; Trobri-
and Islanders 266 n2; United States
30; Vikings (Scandinavia and Iceland)
36; West Africa 29, 38-39; West Europe
30

reincarnation, belief in, special features of:
carried from one life to another 172;
decline of 36-37; desire to be reborn
quickly 211-12; development of cases
94-95, 169-70; nonhuman animal,
rebirth as 209-10

reincarnation, obstacles ro belief in:
difficulty in imagining “younging”
222-23; familiarity, lack of 220-23;
Hinduism and Buddhism, association
with 221-22; monism 224-206; post-
mortem existence, difficulty in conceiv-
ing 227; responsibility for personal
destiny 231-32

reincarnation, population growth and
207-9

reincarnation, whether universal 216

repeater children 247-48, 313 n23, 313
n24

replication studies 143-45

retrocognition 15

Richet, Charles 220, 304 n22

Roberta Morgan, case of 76-79, 194

Ronald Mapatunage, case of 295 n9

Ruby Kusuma Silva, case of 303 n12

Sahay, K. K. N, 284 n6

Said Zahr, case of 213

Salem Andary, case of 303 nil2

Samararatne, Godwin vii, 122, 283 n32

same-family cases 151, 174-75; previous
personality’s prediction of rebirth 98-99

Sampath Priyasantha, case of 312 n10

Samuel Helander, case of 73-75, 243

Sanjeev Sharma, case of 295 n9

Sayadaw Sobhana, case of see Sobhana,
Sayadaw

schizophrenia, genetic factors 191, 203-5,
299 n33

Schliemann, Heinrich 185

Schopenhauer, A. 30, 32, 266 n3, 267 nll

Schouten, Sybo 112-13, 157

Schrédinger, Erwin 307 n39

The Search for Bridey Murphy 46, 273-74
nY

selection of next parents, premortem 98,
238, 271 n35

self-deceprion 122, 152

Semih Tutugmug, case of 91-93

sex-change cases 120; examples of 60-62,
87-89; influence of discarnate personal-
ity 245-46; variations in different cul-
tures 177-78

Shamlinie Prema, case of 62-64, 119, 194,
303 nl2

Shanti Devi, case of 270 n21, 302 n9, 303
nl4

Sherrington, Charles 305 n29

Shiite Moslems, belief in reincarnation 36,
38; see also Druses

sickle-cell anemia 247-49

Sidath Wijeratne, case of 149

Sidgwick, Henry 264 nl7

“silent” cases 144

Sirorasa, Nasib vii

Sivanthie and Sheromie Hettiaratchi, case
of 190

skills related to previous life 27, 235-36;
see also xenoglossy

Sleimann Bouhamazy, case of 118

Smythies, J. R. 306 n35

Sobhana, Sayadaw, case of 112, 229, 303
nl4

socioeconomic status of persons concerned
97, 119, 283 n26

Socrates 32, 228

Soe Ya, case of 287 nd

solved cases, defined 26

Som Pit, case of 295 nl, 307 n4l

soul-splitting in reincarnation 208
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source amnesia see cryptomnesia

South Asia (also southeast Asia) see Hin-
duism; Buddhism

south India see India

space, mental, conceprt of 225, 306 n35

spontaneous cases, difficulties 15-16

Sri Lanka 110, 112-13, 131, 213

stability of case features 164

Stanley, H. M. 17, 20, 23

statements, by subjects: accuracy of 112-13;
age and manner 105-10; prin:ipal
themes 110-12

Stendhal 163, 290 n22

subject, later development of 123-27, 143

subject’s comparison of new and previous
parents 76-79, 119, 277 n6

subject’s longing for previous family 115

suicide of previous personality 219-20,
304 n20

Sujith Lakmal Jayaratne, case of 119, 161,
295 n9

Sukla Gupra, case of 118, 160 302 n9

Suleyman Andary, case of 64-68, 302 nl0

Stileyman Zeytun, case of 183, 287 n7

Sundar Lal, case of 240

Sunderlal, R. B. S. 284 n6

Sunil Dutt Saxena, case of 211, 302 nl0,
303 nl5

Sunita Khandelwal, case of 138, 153

suppression of subject’s memories: by par-
ents 95-96, 108; by subject 172-73

survival after death: belief in 10; possible
modes of 261 n3

Susan Eastland, case of 79-83, 303 nl2

Suzanne Ghanem, case of 150, 213, 243

Swaran Lata, case of 118, 119, 303 nl5

Swarnlata Mishra, case of 106, 114, 176,
202-3, 239, 302 n9, 303 nl7

Swedenborg, E. 307 n44

Taru Jirvi, case of 195

telepathic dreams see dreams, telepathic

telepathic impressions 5, 171, 236-37

telepathy: as alternative interpretation of
cases 16; defined 15

temperament of subject related to previous
life 187-88

testimony, reliability of 146-48, 154-58

Thailand 110, 112, 279 n4

Than Than Aye, case of 210, 303 nl4

Thein Hroon Oo, case of 243

Thiang San Kla, case of 298 n23

Thomas, L.-V. 285-86 nl3

Thorndike, E. L. 300-1 n4

Thouless, R. H. 261 n3, 305 n30

Thusari Wijayasinghe, case of 287 n5

Tibet: belief in reincarnation 35, 98-99;
choice of next parents premortem 39;
Gelugpa sect 35; lamas 35; previous per-
sonality’s prediction of rebirth 39,
98-99, 280 n7; tulkus 35, 213-14, 280
n/

Tin Aung Myo, case of 60-62, 117, 119,
124, 125, 182, 188-89, 197, 311 n9

in Hla, case of 125

Tin Tin Myint, case of 278 nl4

Tinn Sein, case of 112

Tlingit (Alaska): announcing dreams 59;
belief in reincarnation 32, 37-39; previ-
ous personality’s prediction of rebirth 98

tobacco, subject’s fondness for see addic-
tions related to previous life

Trobriand Islanders: belief in reincarnation
266 n2

Tsimsyan (British Columbia) 178

Tucker, Jim 1, 2, 104, 144

tulkus 35, 213-14, 280 n7

Tulsi Das 269 nl7

Tulving, E. 282 nl7

Turkey, cases in 32, 144, 175, 178, 267 n9

twins, differences between: conjoined
(Siamese) 12, 193; identical (one-egg)
71-73, 190-94

U (Burmese honorific) see first given
name, €. g., Win Maung

Udho Ram, case of 301 n4

“unfinished business™ of previous personal-
ity 212

uniqueness of individual 201-3

United States: belief in reincarnation 30;
cases in (nontribal) 76-89; characteris-
tics of informants 97

unsolved cases, dehned 26; features 166-

67

unverified cases see unsolved cases
Uttara Huddar, case of 106, 108, 283 n32

variations in features of cases see cultural
variations in cases

Vasiliev, L. L. vii, 19, 20

Veer Singh, case of 111-12, 126

vengefulness, of subjects 70, 92, 196-97,
298 n26

Ventris, Michael 185

Vias Rajpal, case of 117, 281 nll

Vikings (Scandinavia and Iceland) 36, 271
n27
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